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Cities are the incubators and the engines 
of the economy. We can see the different 
economic eras in their architecture and 
structure. Over the past decades, the re-
newal of the European city was accompa-
nied by the rapid growth of services and 
knowledge economy. But in our effort to 
turn city into an attractive living and wor-
king environment, we have also driven the 
industry out of the city. Productive areas 
disappear into the outskirts of the city or 
to low-wage countries. The city is turning 
into a place of consumption, without pro-
duction. That is a prolematic.

The western part of Zurich is one of those 
old industrial sites that is gradually being 
swallowed up by the development of the 
city. The site of Herden is on the fringe to 
be gradually squeezed between Zurich, 
Höng and Altstetten, and therefore will be-
come a new city hub in the next decades. 
This proposition is to protect this industrial 
site by encouraging and intensifying the 
activity that resides there.

Engros Markt is a wholesale market, the 
keystone of our contemporary food sys-
tem, and the place where an astronomical 
quantity of food passes through. Today, an 
apple  produced in a Swiss orchard (A) will 
first be sold to a wholesaler (B). The whole-
saler will collect the different types of fruit 
and vegetables according to their offer (C), 
pack them (D) and transport them (E)to 
one of the wholesale centres. It is at En-
gros Markt (F) that the wholesaler will sell 
his goods. After setting up his products (G), 
everything intensifies between midnight 
and 4 am. Restaurant managers and food 
retailers come to get the best products in 
a nightly round of negotiations (H).

After each night of trading, the whole-
salers find themselves with a significant 
amount of unsold goods (I). The Engros 
Markts wholesalers account for 400 kg of 
unsold fruit and vegetables per day (J). 

My project is an extention of this proces-
sion of food. The availability of so much fruit 
and vegetables offers a raw material that 
would be worth exploiting directly on the 
site (K). My proposal is to establish a distil-
lery, a soup factory that will use these un-
sold food under the mero roof structure. 

Unsold fruit is taken to a new processing 
line (1). The crushing room (2) from where 
the fruit is transformed into mash, is then 
sent to the fermentation room (3). After a 
few weeks they are processed in the distil-
lery. Characterized by large alembics ma-
chine, the room is central to the project. A 
large infrastructure recover the heat from 
the fruit mash to warm the whole building 
(4). After the distillation the liquid is placed 
in barrels to be kept in a cellar at the west 
part of the building (7). 
If the unsold goods cannot be used in the 
distillery, they go to the soup factory. After 
a quick architectural promenade by pallet 
truck, they are processed in the kitchen of 
the building (6). Here it is the hot water re-
covered from the distillation process that 
is used to heat the soup. The bottling and 
the sale of the products in the shop  (8) or 
in the restaurant (5) are the very last steps 
built into the project.

The project is a catalogue of structural 
strategies that extend the capacity of the 
neutral MERO structure.  A truss column 
(0) becomes the key element to increase 
the flexibility of the facade. The quality 
then remains in the wall. It is a series of ar-
chitectural potential.

Very didactic, each stage of production 
is clear and has its own space. The 200m 
long roof becomes an industrial showcase 
where every moment of the fruits and ve-
getables’ modifications becomes a visual 
and olfactory experience. 
Each space has its own window and com-
municates through the façade of this long 
structure, which theatralizes the produc-
tion to the city. 

By extending the food distribution chain 
directly onto the site, the project sends 
a strong signal for a productive city. In 
contrast to the average 2400km that food 
travel to reach our plates, the unsold Dis-
tillery soup factory becomes a food saving 
machine over a simple 200 meter distance. 
Products destined to be wasted are then 
saved by entering this long tunnel of en-
richment.

Finaly it will intensifies the industrial cha-
racter of Zurich West by establishing a real 
Industrie in the centre of a future mul-
ti-progrogrammatic district.

Good City
Has Industry

TRAPEZOIDAL  x TRIANGULARE METALIC SHEET 65 mm
THERMAL INSULATION EPS 150 mm
VAPOUR BARRIER
TRAPEZOIDAL  METALIC SHEET 40 mm
METALIQUE BEAM 95x60 mm

JAKOB ROPE SYSTEMS FENCE

FOOTSTEP IN WOOD 
160x220 mm

HAND-OPERATED WINDOWS FOR NATURAL 
VENTILATION, SUN PROTECTION AND RAIN 
SHELTERS

STRAPED FLOOR FOR PALLET 
TRUCK

STRAPED FLOOR FOR PALLET 
TRUCK

5 STEPS THAT DIS-
CONNECT THE FLOOR 
OF THE CAR PARK FROM 
THE PUBLIC STREET 
WHILE LEAVING IT PAS-
SABLE 

FLOOR MARKINGS TO HIGHLIGHT THE 
THRESHOLD BETWEEN THE PROJECT AND THE 
PARKING LOT. THIS TRIANGLE COLLAR RECALLS 
THE SHAPES OF THE PROJECT AS WELL AS THE 
ROAD VOCABULARY.

OUTDOOR CONCRET STAIRS 320 
x 180 mm

GL +0

GL +510

GL +2910

GL +4060

GL +6300

GL +16300

ROOF:

CAILLEBOTIS PLATTES 40 mm
METAL JOIST  50x30 mm

PVC PLOT  130 mm
WATERPROOFING COVERING 2 mm
THERMAL INSULATION EPS 150 mm

TRAPEZOIDAL  METALIC SHEET  40 mm
METALIC BEAM  60x60 mm

MERO STRUCTURE: SPHERES  Ø 70 mm /  BARS  
2350 mm

POLYURETHANE RESIN FLOOR
SCREED 100 mm WITH HEATING PIPE 20 mm Ø

UNCOUPLING MEMBRANE 2 mm
WATERPROOFING LAYER 2 mm

THERMAL INSULATION EPS 100 mm
AIRTIGHT MEMBRANE 2mm

EQUALIZATION LAYER WITH PIPING 70 mm
THICK WEARING COURSE BITUMEN 100 mm

MACADAM 500 mm
NATURAL GRAVEL BASE FOUNDED  < 600 mm

THE WINDOW WALL IS OPERATED BY 
ENGAGING A PEDAL TO UNLOCK THE 
SAFETY MECHANISM. THEN TURNING 
A HAND WHEEL WHICH ACTIVATES A 

SERIES OF GEARS AND PULLEYS THAT 
OPENS THE 3400 mm x 3600 mm 

WINDOW. 

SHOPCELLARKITCHEN + GREENHOUSELEFTOVER RESTAURANTDISTILLERYFERMENTATION ROOMGRINDERARRIVAL

BRICK WALL 
220 x 112 mm

THE VISUAL LINK WITH THE 
CELLAR CREATES THE ATMOS-

PHERE FOR THE SHOP 

GREENHOUSE RACK AND 
PINON MANUAL VENTILATION 

OPENING SYSTEM 

BY EXTENDING THE MERO A 
GREENHOUSE IS CREATED 
TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF 
THE RESTAURANT’S DISHES 
BUT ALSO TO OFFER A RE-
TREAT SPACE BETWEEN THE 
PLANT WITH THE VIEW ON 
THE TRUCKS

A WINDOW FOR CONTACT 
BETWEEN THE COOKS AND 

THE STREET. THEIR ROUNDED 
SHAPE ATTRACTS THE EYE

THE CHIMNEY ALLOWS THE 
HARMFUL SMOKE FROM THE 
HEAT RECOVERY SYSTEM TO 

BE DIFFUSED AWAY.
THE MERO STRUCTURE CAN 

BE EXTENDED IN HEIGHT FOR 
EASY MAINTENANCE 

FOLDING DOORS FOR LARGE 
AIR INTAKE AND FLEXIBILITY OF 

OPENING WHEN TEMPERATURE 
IS TOO HIGH OR DISTILLATION 

VAPOURS TOO HIGH 

THE FERMENTATION 
ROOM HAS A SHREDDED 

ROOF FACING SOU-
TH-EAST

THE FERMENTATION 
ROOM HAS A SHREDDED 

ROOF FACING SOU-
TH-EAST

THE MERO STRUCTURE EXPANDS TO 
BECOME A FOREWORD THAT PROTECTS 
THE ARRIVAL OF SUN AND RAIN.
THE STRUCTURE IS FILLED WITH PANELS 
CLIPPED BETWEEN THE TUBES

FERMENTATION LAST ROR 6 - 8 WEEKSTHE CRUSHER AND ITS COGS IS AN INS-
PIRATION FOR THE BUILDING’S ARCHI-
TECTURE 

THE FACADE OF THE FERMEN-
TATION ROOM IS A SERIES OF 

5 DOORS ALL SYNCHRONIZED 
TOGETHER WHICH ARE OPENED 

MANUALLY WITH A LARGE PULLEY 
AND A HOOK 

GREENHOUSE WINDOW ON 
GABLE TO DISCHARGE DISTIL-
LATION SMELLS AT A PLEASANT 
HEIGHT FOR THE SURROUN-
DINGS 
1600 x 1800 mm

TRIANGULARE GREENHOUSE 
WINDOW ON GABLE

THE HEAT PRODUCED BY THE 
GAS DISTILLATION IS RECOVE-
RED TO HEAT THE ENTIRE BUIL-
DING. THE COLD FRUIT MASH 
IS THEN SENT TO THE WASTE 
DISPOSAL SITE 

SPIRAL STAIRCASE 6400 mm x 2000 

THE STRUCTURE HELPS THE 
CLIMBING PLANTS

MANUAL HORIZONTAL 
VENTILATION WINDOW. 
SEVERAL HORIZONTAL SLATS 
SYNCHRONISE TO LET IN AIR 
BUT NOT TOO MUCH LIGHT TO 
PROTECT THE PRODUCTION

THE SOIL IS DUG TO BRING 
FRESHNESS TO THE CELLAR 
WITH THE HUMIDITY OF THE 
EARTH

TRIANGULAR WINDOW

MERO CHIMNEY FOR EASY MAINTENANCE AS 
WELL AS TO DEPLOY THE SMOKE OF THE HEA-

TING SYSTEM AT HEIGHT

DUCKBOARD 
FLOORING FOR 
THE ROOFTOP

THERE IS AN EXISTING DRAI-
NAGE SYSTEM, THE GRID FLOOR 
ALLOWS THIS TO BE RETAINED. 
A CENTRAL GUTTER THEN RE-
TURNS THE WATER TO EACH OF 
THE NORTH COLUMNS OF THE 
EXISTING STRUCTURE TO RE-
TURN IT TO THE CITY NETWORK.

PIPING (SANITARY WA-
TER, ELECTRICITY, ETC,...)

HEAT IS PRODUCED THROUGH THE DISTIL-
LATION PROCESS BY RECOVERING HEAT 

FROM HEATED FRUIT

TRUSS COLONNE h 
=  5500 mm

EXISTING RVOOF 
WITH MERO STRUC-

TURE 
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THE PROJECT’S THRESHOLD 
IS MARKED BY A SERIES OF 
TRIANGLES THAT ARE INS-
PIRED BY THE PARKING VO-
CABULARY OF THE CAR PARK 
AND GUIDE THE BEHAVIOUR 
OF THE TRUCKS

HEAT EXCHANGE FOR 
ATMOSPHERICAL

 EXPERIENCE 

20 <  > 35 C°

POUT TRANSFORMER FOR 
THE WHOLE BUILDING 

+25 C°

1 3 4 4.1 5 6 6.1 7 80 ARRIVALE FERMENTATION DISTILLERY CHEMNEY LEFTOVER RESTAURANT KITCHEN + GREENHOUSE KITCHEN + BOTTLING CELLAR SHOPTRUSS COLONNE 

HEAT EXCHANGE FOR 
ATMOSPHERICAL

 EXPERIENCE 

AND
 PRODUCTION 

15 <  > 25 C°

COVERED PASSAGEWAY LINKING THE 
CAR PARK AND THE PUBLIC SPACE. 
THIS THRESHOLD IS MARKED BY A 
RAMP CONCERNING THE HEIGHT OF 
THE BUILDING 

FACADE: PREFAB WALL ELEMENT OF 2750x2750 mm

TRAPEZOIDAL  x TRIANGULARE METALIC SHEET 65 mm
THERMAL INSULATION EPS 150 mm
VAPOUR BARRIER
TRAPEZOIDAL  METALIC SHEET 40 mm
METALIQUE BEAM 95x60 mm

ROOF:

CAILLEBOTIS PLATTES 40 mm
METAL JOIST  50x30 mm

PVC PLOT  130 mm
WATERPROOFING COVERING 2 mm
THERMAL INSULATION EPS 150 mm

TRAPEZOIDAL  METALIC SHEET  40 mm
METALIC BEAM  60x60 mm

MERO STRUCTURE: SPHERES  Ø 70 mm /  BARS  2350 mm

FLOOR:

POLYURETHANE RESIN FLOOR
SCREED 100 mm WITH HEATING PIPE 20 mm Ø

UNCOUPLING MEMBRANE 2 mm
WATERPROOFING LAYER 2 mm

THERMAL INSULATION EPS 100 mm
AIRTIGHT MEMBRANE 2mm

EQUALIZATION LAYER WITH PIPING 70 mm
THICK WEARING COURSE BITUMEN 100 mm

MACADAM 500 mm
NATURAL GRAVEL BASE FOUNDED  < 600 mm

GREENHOUSE RACK 
AND PINON MANUAL 

VENTILATION OPENING 
SYSTEM 

TRIANGULAR WINDOW 
WITH TOP-HUNG VENT

CRANK HANDLE

PIPING (SANITARY WATER, 
ELECTRICITY, ETC,...)

THE CONSTRUCTIVE CONCEPT 
FOR THE FLOOR IS TO EXCA-

VATE ON THE GROUND ONLY AT 
THE POINT OF SUPPORT OF THE 

TRUSS COLUMNvS. THE FAC-
TORY IS THEREFOR RESTS ON 

A 300 mm BASE ON THE EXIST-
TING GROUND

INSULATING MASONRY 
BLOCKS

PLINT

INSULATED FOOT 
FOUNDATION

HEAT IS PRODUCED 
THROUGH THE DISTILLA-

TION PROCESS BY RE-
COVERING HEAT FROM 

HEATED FRUIT

TRUSS COLONNE h =  5500 mm

FLEXIBLE RAIL FOR THE 
WINDOW VARIETY

EXISTING ROOF WITH 
MERO STRUCTURE 

 1:10
DETAIL


