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The analysis of a given site for me is the most important 
part of the architectural project development. Whereas 
contemporary and future architects will be less faced 
with the situation of building on empty space with little 
to no surroundings, but more likely have to develop 
strategies to work with given situations, it is a crucial 
ability to understand and read the given context.  

Starting with the analysis of the city, Zurich has very 
particular modus of existence. Its development in 
separated quarters does not make a homogenous fabric 
but allows many different appearances side by side. One 
of these quarters is Escher-Wyss, where Herdern site is 
located. 

Coming from the history of being a factory quarter, this 
part of the city shows itself today as heterogenous 
pattern of big scale company buildings in private 
ownership, repurposed former factories and big 
infrastructural intersections. Since approximately 20 
years, the neighbourhood experiences major 
development; gentrification and re-use fill the left empty 
spots with financial buildings and big scale office-
housing complexes, converting more of the cities 
ground floor into private space. 

 

In between, bigger and bigger streets are taking away the 
leftover green spots and traffic is expected to even 
increase about 30 % until 2030. Infrastructural elements 
like the Migros spiral ramp or the one belonging to Toni-
Areal are abandoned and serve as contemporary witness 
of times gone by. A rather unlively neighbourhood came 
to live, where public spaces were pushed on rooftops, 
not accessible for those who don't know the spaces and 
where streets and infrastructural needs took over.  

The enormous amount of consumed goods, fueled by 
capitalist society, lead to this area of the city being 
Zurich`s central trading hub. The inevitable advantage 
of trading hubs this close to the city center is that they 
shorten travel of food, but they also come with huge 
infrastructural areas that lead – in combination with 
condensed building practice and massive energy 
consumption of cooling systems – to urban heat islands. 
As can be seen on the maps from the Richtplan Zürich, 
the area already is an urban heat island at night and will 
become one during the day in the future.  

Still this place not only provides problems but also has 
a huge potential. From the Hönggerberg comes one of 
the main cold western wind streams, that can cool down 
the area, the photovoltaic potential is huge due to the fact 
that the south side will not be built on, whereas the SBB 
rails are located there and on top of that Migros 
company has a big energy system, that can be used for 
the best.  
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Analyzing the historical development of Herdern Areal in the 
context with the whole quarter of Escher-Wyss made clear 
that this trading hub space has still its purpose today, because 
the placement is ideal. Because the highway connections are 
close by, the distance to the city center and its users is short 
and there is enough space to navigate and maneuver huge 40-
ton-trucks. Also future development predicts, that this area 
will always be a trading space, maybe a central hub for cargo 
souterrain, as well as Migros does not want to leave this 
precios place of todays city, although needs will change.  
 
Phenomenological perceptions brought me to the 
understanding that this part of the city is big scale. As human 
you feel sucked into the street, cut off by fences, are usually 
surrounded from not only the sides but also the top from built 
structure. Big traffic gives the soundtrack to this feeling and 
the surfaces of glass, concrete, asphalt, metal and brick 
complete the feeling of being in an industrial quarter where 
the human scale is not the authoritative.  
 
The ecological aspect, analyzed in the before shown maps, is 
a direct consequence of the built urban environment and is 
getting worse by the project of Hardturm stadium. The urban 
heat island effect is widely known and since this year also 
specifically addressed from the government of the city of 
Zurich. Still solutions are missing. 
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My design project is trying to embrace the given situation, 
not changing this highly functioning trading hub into a 
general open space but reconnecting elements that are 
currently out of use. The spiral ramp leading up to Migros 
roof is an abandoned witness of times gone by, a fenced-
off space without use. In implementing my “energy pillar” 
into it, I manage to reincorporate this infrastructural 
element into the city scape and give it a new purpose. 
 
 It transforms into a new public space, surrounded by new, 
vertical greenery, that will stop the emissions from 
Pfingstweidstrasse. I do not perceive this tower to stand in 
a row with the profit maximizing high rises that are built 
and planned for Zurich. It is a conscious decision to build 
a landmark where form follows its function and not the 
episteme of typology.  
 
The tower is producing and saving energy generated by 
this place. The void in between the Façade will serve as 
wind channel, by day as solar chimney, by night as 
windcatcher. This will allow a relatively stable 
temperature inside the concrete core where 1.000 m3 of 
water is stored to be heated sustainably by waste heat from 
Migros.  
 

Photovoltaics produce electricity that will move the façade 
panels and light the space; overproduced power can be 
saved in the warm water tanks as well. I implement a kind 
of industrial element in this changing industrial quarter 
with the intention to mark this place, raise awareness for 
transforming spaces, local potentials and giving a solution 
that does not require demolishing or interfering with 
existing processes. 
 

The construction is mostly made up out of prefabricated 
elements. Waste Concrete from Herdern Areal can be used 
in the production of the tube-like bottom elements inside 
the ramp and will keep in colour and looks a resemblance 
of this place. On top are f concrete tubular elements, made 
of two pieces that will be attached on site. The build the 
inner shell, steel anchors for the milled aluminum elements 
are already in-casted.   

The outer shell is designed to be prefabricated and attached 
step by step as the tower grows. Finally from the top with 
a built on crane, the fragile and filigrane PV panels will be 
attached precisely into their places. 
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