






















































































































THE COMMONISTS ON ZURICHBERG 

THE SITE 

The site is composed of various bubbles who seem closed to the public and only open to their 
respective target group or members. These institutions all share a common spirit and ultimately a 
goal to make humanity better and focus on what matters in life.  

The graveyard as a place of peace. Remember you will die someday. A place to mourn. A place to 
say goodbye. To let go and to focus on and appreciate life. In addition to the spiritual a graveyard 
also takes important healthcare functions: It is a place for corpses to decompose without risking 

the health of the population and they function as green lungs in city landscapes. It is here to 
mention that even in death people prefer to be buried in their “tribes”. 
 
The boy scouts were founded during the abstinence-movement and are now the biggest youth-
run organisation in the world. They propose an educational alternative and a learning by doing 
approach. The people learn themselves, grow, become leaders and teach the younger ones. The 
three main rules of the scouts are: REMEMBER YOUR DUTY towards: 1. A higher power, 2. 
Towards others, 3. Towards yourself. They try to re-connect with nature and teach about the 
forest and animals while being in a tribe and making life- long friends. 
 
The various sport activities from ASVZ and the tennis club are there to give an alternative to just 
partying together. Sport has gotten more and more important the more machines do our physical 
labour. It is a place to meet and a tribe to have while doing something good for your body and 
escaping the daily office life. 

FIFA ultimately founded to connect humanity through a common game, to bring peace. Of 

course, this is a double-edged sword with child slaves sewing the balls and slums being torn down 
to build new stadiums nobody needs. Football as well as a “tribe” connecting humanity in all 
different age groups and places. 

The zoos of the old times where made by the rich to show off their power, but give other 
humans that ultimately can’t afford to travel the possibility to see different parts of the world. 
Now it has transformed to a simple “animal garden” to a collection of ecosystems. The zoo 
educates on the situation on the planet and that animals can’t be seen without their respective 
habitat in mind. 

The family gardens where also part of the abstinence back to nature movement. At that time 
working in dark factories was the norm. The food production was secondary, its main purpose 
was to bring people into nature, let them sunbathe and for them to meet without having to drink 
and giving an alternative life style. 

The hotel Sorell was founded by the womens association of Zurich around 1900. It was thought 
to provide food in all price classes so that everyone is able to eat here, relax and enjoy the view. 
In addition they provided fare wages and healthcare for their workers in gastronomy which at 
that time was unprecedented. 

Last but not least: The forest used for illegal parties, hiking, biking, vita parcours and BBQs. 

 

PROJECT BRIEF 

 

A house of the common, living laboratory, meeting and learning centre about consumption and 
food to create a collective hub for the activities surrounding the site but also for the city in general 
to exchange, learn and do together as a community. 

 

produce  

-  Urban farming roof             2000 m2 

-  Community Kitchen and restaurant       450 m2 

-  Repair Café         100 m2 

 

process 

-  Library and museum (including study area) +  Garderobe, Reception  400 m2 +  40 m2 

-  2x presentation rooms (flexible seating, curtain.)     100 m2 

-  4x seminar rooms         160 m2 

-  Offices (or one big room) for student organisations    100 m2 

 

use 

-  Climbing Boulders        50 m2  

-  small flexhall         200 m2  

-  Square/hall         800 m2 

 

move  

-  circulation and others (toilets, showers, dressingrooms, storage)  450 m2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







































• But leave the bubbles intact.. As there is a need for them clearly

•  Provide a building that offers additional complementary functions
and space to meet and for bubbles to overlap



THE COMMONIST BUILDING -
Begegnungszentrum
• THE SITE

• The site on Zurichberg is characterized by the proximity to various recreation-connected activities, which don’t necessarily interact. The proximity to the forest and already existing actors makes it the perfect spot for a 
house of the common, which will rearrange and redefine the existing actor network and change the way Zurichberg is used.

• Many of the actors want their closed of space, therefore a space open to everyone is needed, where actors can meet and exchange and maybe form bridges.

•

• THE PROGRAM

• While the university is prominent here with the ASVZ there is no place for students to learn or meet if they don’t want do sports. The building will provide learning- , relax- , meeting rooms and offices for students and 
student organisations.

• Seen as a learning center it will provide a library and interactive learning spaces for: urban farming (rooftop garden with urban farming courses and community kitchen), animals, forest, recreation in Zurich (sports and 
culture). To connect actors with their surroundings.

• Additional sports like: climbing, yoga, skatepark, dancing space and climbing (since the boulders were removed) and other facilities that are open to everyone will blend with the current closed-off sports facilities and 
maybe open them up more to the public.

• Learning will be trough interaction and doing. In the building for everyone, everyone will meet and benefit from each other.

• The focus is on doing: A Fablab open to everyone will include 3D printers, Lasercutters, Woodworking halls, CNC cutters, Repaircafes, Bike and Hike-Shop/Café

• The (rooftop) garden will be a completely community based experiment. Owned by everyone contrary to the “plots” owned in Schrebergärten. In close collaboration with the Schrebergärten this could redefine the 
current Situation.

• Culture – Room for concerts, art exhibitions, jams, presentations, outdoor cinemas, markets

•

• THE BUILDING – Do, Learn, Meet

• The building as a shell for the common to fill in. Highly flexible, moveable, empty, with variable content. A shell to occupy for the common with more or less defined spaces and completely open transformable spaces.







Machine?

• The building of the common is a flexible transformable shell enabling
the possibility of change and various uses



• A used container can cost from 
900-5000 francs

• A normal steel or wood frame
has similar if not cheaper costs









• Retractable roofs?

• Retractable facades? Blinds? Windows? Facades that open up and 
blend out/inside

• Moveable floors?













materials

• Use locally produced wood from swiss forests

• Stores carbon

• Includes forest as actor of production
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• Rendering

















Floorplans and detailedsection






