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BAU 127

construction:  

start of construction 1971

end of construction 1973

basement 1

1

6

height 36.75m (from basement)

length 57m

width 44m

building volume

time in use 47

storage rooms 8 entrance hall 1 laboratories 154 lifting platform 1

installation center 2 receiving department 1 cubicles (attached to each lab.) 154

electrical room 1 mailroom 1 60

kitchen 1 workshop 1 meeting rooms 12

sanitary rooms 5 stockroom 1

food storage 2

construction reinforced concrete skeleton

ceiling solid concrete ceiling

facade supports columns according to axle dimensions

facade curtain wall facade

base concrete

axle dimensions 5.1m

storey height 4.12m

clear room height 3.23 (up to suspended ventilating ceiling)

basement additions

use: The central use of the analysis building was the development of dyes, chemicals, agricultural chemicals and pharmaceuticals as well as 
the control of the raw material itself. Its use was never changed.

components: quantity

b127.1 glass block wall / glass 0.36m3 0.0029m3 648m2 51.84m3

b127.2 suspended ceiling / microperforated, polished  
metal sheets

0.576m2 0.023m3 2716m2 108.6m3

b127.3 suspended grid 
ceiling (in cubicles)

/ grid ceiling, galvanized steel, 
polyester powder coating

1.65m3 0.66m3 1524.6m3 60.9m3

b127.4 curtainwall
(north-east-south-west)

882 colored thermopane glass 

grey-blue (window)
stop ray safety glass, enamel-
led blue (parapet)

7.05m2 0.705m3 6218.1m2 621.8m3

componentN
° material total quantityquantity per component

surfaceqty. surfacevolume volume

b127.1 glass block wall •• 1. joint
2. glass block

••
•••

1. mortar
2. glass

•
•••

•
•• 14

b127.2 suspended ceiling ••• 1. substructure
2. pannels

••••
••••

1.  aluminium
2. microperforated, polished  
metal sheets

•• 
•••

••• 
••• 24

b127.3 suspended ceiling ••• 1. substructure
2. pannels

••••
••••

1.  aluminium 
2. grid ceiling, galvanized steel

•• 
•••

••• 
••• 24

b127.4 curtainwall
(north-east-south-west)

•••

3. window frame
4. window pane
5. glass frame
6. color glass

•••• 
•••• 
••••
•••
••••
•••

1. aluminium
2. aluminium
3. aluminium
4. colored thermopane glass 
5. aluminium
6. stop ray safety glass, enamel-
led blue

•• 
•• 
•• 
••• 
••
•••

•
•
•
•
•
•

45

elements materialscomponent
material quality  and abrosion (up to 6 •)

            •low         •high
            ••med.    ••med. 
            •••high  •••low

value points
production process  (up to 4 •)

• mining of raw materials 
• processing into composit material
• design of elements 
• production of elements

production process (up to 3 •)
 
• design of a component
• assembling the component 
• installation of the component

components: value

N
°

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

4.15m

1.73m

2.38m

1.70m

b127.1

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

0.8m
0.72m

0.04m

b127.2

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

1.56m

0.04m

1.06m

b127.3

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

0.19m

0.08m

0.19m

b127.4

BAU 430

construction:  

start of construction 1955

end of construction 1957

basement 1

1

3

height 24.4m  (from basement)

length 70.7m

width 20.3m

1334m2 

building volume 27080m3

time in use 63

storage rooms entrance hall 1 training rooms kitchen

service/informatics rooms storage rooms

kiosk meeting rooms visitors restaurant

group rooms dining rooms

meeting rooms foyer and break rooms training room

group rooms storage rooms foyer

construction reinforced concrete construction

supports

facade curtainwall glass facade

ceiling concrete

base concrete

axle dimensions 5.4m

storey height 4.5m

clear room height 3.44m (up to suspended ventilating ceiling)

basement

use: 

components: quantity

b430.1 curtain 64 polyester 8.55m2 / 547.7m2 /

b430.2 suspended ceiling 135 wood 1.25m2 0.063m3 168.75m2 8.5m3

b430.3 suspended ceiling 112 plastic cover, orange 1.49m2 0.037m3 166.88m2 4.165m3

b430.4 curtainwall
(north-east-south-west)

192 ventilated glass (windows), pera-
mulan construction, anodised 
aluminium (parapet)

12.15m2 1.46m3 2332.8m3 279.9m3

componentN
° material quantity per component

surfaceqty.

total quantity
surface volume

b430.1 curtain •• 1. curtain
2. curtain rail

••
•••

1. polyester
2. aluminium

••
••

••
••• 16

b430.2 suspended ceiling
(auditorium)

•• 1. substructure
2. pannels

••••
•• 2. inclined wooden boards

••
•••

•••
•• 18

b430.3 suspended ceiling
(kitchen)

•• 1. substructure
2. pannels

••••
••• 2. curved plastic organge

••
••

•••
••• 19

b430.4 curtainwall
(north-east-south-west)

•••

3. window frame
4. window pane
5. anchoring
6. corrugated sheet

•••• 
•••• 
••••
•••
••••
•••

1. aluminium
2. aluminium
3. aluminium
4. insulating glass 

6. anodised aluminium

•• 
•• 
•• 
••• 
••
•••

•
•
•
•
•
•

45

elements materialscomponent
material quality and abrosion (up to 6 •)

            •low         •high
            ••med.    ••med. 
            •••high  •••low

value points
production process  (up to 4 •)

• mining of raw materials 
• processing into composit material
• design of elements 
• production of elements

production process (up to 3 •)
 
• design of a component
• assembling the component 
• installation of the component

components: value

N
°

0     0.2         0.5mGSEducationalVersion

3.20 m

2.65 m

0.04 m

0.04 m

b430.1

0     0.2         0.5m
GSEducationalVersion

0.74m

1.69m
0.05m

b430.2

0     0.2         0.5mGSEducationalVersion

2.70 m

1.30 m

4.50 m

4.50 m

0.09 m b430.1

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

1.75 m

0.85 m

0.025 m

0.80 m

0.75 m

0.9 m

b430.3

BAU 125

construction:  

start of construction 1962

end of construction 1967

height 82m (from basement)

length 67m

width 21m

1407m2

building volume 115374m3

time in use 53 years

service rooms 3 entrance hall 1 laboratories 147 animal laboratories 32

air-raid shelter 1 auditorium 2 cubicles attached to each lab. 210 animal rooms (SB) 28

feed distribution 1 83 secondary rooms (SB) 32

crematory 1 archive rooms 26 climate rooms 22

construction reinforced concrete skeleton

ceiling

supports

facade curtain wall facade

base continuous reinforced concrete slab

axle dimensions 3.3m

storey height 4.0m

clear room height 3.8m (up to suspended ventilating ceiling)

basement additions

use: The 75m high laboratory building for biological research has maintained its function until the end. In addition to the regular laborato-
ries, animal tests have also been carried out in the building. The animals were kept in the northern service building.

b125.1 mies chair 
(production after 1950)

•• 1. upholstery
2. cushion
3. cushion support
4. frame

•• 
••
••
•••

1. cowhide
2. urethane foam
3. cowhide
4. polished chrome (one piece)

•••
•
•••
•••

•
•
•
•••

27

b125.2 mies table •• 1. top
2. base

•••
•••

1.  thick clear glass
2. polished chrome

•• 
•••

••
••• 18

b125.3 + column panelling •• •• 1. serpentine stone ••• ••• 10
b125.4 wall panelling •• 1. anchoring

2. pannels
••••
••

1. metal
2. travertine stone (wall)

••• 
•••

•••
••• 14

b125.5 wall panelling •• 1. substructure
2. pannels

••••
•• 2. inclined wooden boards

••
•••

•••
•• 18

b125.6 curtain wall facade with 
integrated roller slat 
blinds and dark blinds

•••

3. window frame
4. window pane
5. glass frame
6. color glass
7. roller blind guide
8. roller blind
9. dark blind guide
10. dark blind

•••• 
•••• 
••••
•••
••••
•••
•••
•••
•••
•••

1. aluminium
2. aluminium
3. aluminium
4. insulating laminated glass
5. aluminium
6. colored glass
7. aluminium
8. powder-coated aluminium
9. aluminium
10. awning fabric

•• 
•• 
•• 
••• 
••
••• 
•• 
•• 
••• 
••

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

66

b125.7 blind facade •• 1. substructure
2. pannels

••••
•••• 2. aluminium elements

••
•••

•
• 17

elements materialscomponent
material quality  and abrosion (up to 6 •)

            •low         •high
            ••med.    ••med. 
            •••high  •••low

value points
production process  (up to 4 •)

• mining of raw materials 
• processing into composit material
• design of elements 
• production of elements

production process (up to 3 •)
 
• design of a component
• assembling the component 
• installation of the component

components: quantity

components: quantity

b125.1 mies chair 17 leather and chrome steel / 0.435m3 / 7.395m3

b125.2 mies table 3 glass and chrome steel / 0.48m3 / 1.44m3

b125.3 (column pan-
neling)

475 serpentine stone 3.5m2 0.175m3 82.85m3

b125.4 wall panelling 413 travertine stone 1.1m2 0.055m3 454.8m2 22.74m3

b125.5 wall panelling 212 inclined wooden boards 1.5m2 0.12m3 319.2m2 25.54m3

b125.6 curtain wall facade 1428 colored normal glass framed 6.6m2 1.32m3

b125.7 blind facade 578 chamfered aluminium elements 4.16m2 0.1664m3 91,2m3

componentN
° material total quantityquantity per component

surfaceqty. surfacevolume volume

N
°

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

0.76m

0.75m

0.76m

0.47m

1.01m

1.01m

b125.1/2

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

0.9m

2m

1.63m

0.19m

1.43m

0.05m

0.45m

b125.3

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

0.7m

1.3m

0.55m

b125.4

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

0.50m

6.0m

b125.5

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

4m

1.55m

2.24m

1.52m

1.52m

b125.6

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

1m

1m

4m

b125.7

BAU K-26

construction:  

start of construction ?

end of construction 1937

basement 1

1

8

height 34,2m (from basement)

length 45.5m

width 24m

building volume

time in use 83

chemistry storage receiving department furniture storage

leftover storage chemistry storage

operating materials storage

leftover storage

construction column slab construction with reinforced 
concrete

supports

ceiling

facade window hinges with metal bars

base

axle dimensions varying from xxm to xxm

storey height 3.5m, 2.8m

clear room height 3.2m, 2.5m

basement additions

use: 
of the warehouse administration were also located here. Today the building is largely unused, only a few private individuals store their objects 
there.

components: quantity

bK-26.1 railing 
(counted in segments)

12 metal 3.6m2 / 43.5m2 /

bK-26.2 window 4608 colored glas 0.73m2 0.01m3 33683.8m2 33.6m3

bK-26.3 wire mesh 34 steel 6.65m2 / 226.1m2 /

componentN
° material quantity per component

surfaceqty.

total quantity
surface volume

bK-26.1 railing •••
2. tubular posts and rods 
with base

•••
•••

1. steel
2. steel

•
•

•
• 13

bK-26.2 window ••• 1. window pane
2. window frame

••
••

1. single glass
2. metal frame

•
••

•
• 12

bK-26.3 wire mesh •• 1. tubular posts
2. wire

••
••

1. galvanized steel
2. galvanized steel

••
••

••
•• 14

elements materialscomponent
material quality and abrosion (up to 6 •)

            •low         •high
            ••med.    ••med. 
            •••high  •••low

value points
production process  (up to 4 •)

• mining of raw materials 
• processing into composit material
• design of elements 
• production of elements

production process (up to 3 •)
 
• design of a component
• assembling the component 
• installation of the component

components: value

N
°

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

0.93m

1.24m

0.05m

bK-26.1

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

0.74m

0.99m

bK-26.2

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

1.9m

3.5m

bK-26.3

BAU 444

construction:  

start of construction 1960

end of construction 1963

basement 1

1

4

height 20.18m (from basement)

length 106.5m

width 48.1m

5122.5m2

building volume

time in use 57

air-raid shelter 12 continuing helix ramps 3

toilets 7 parking lots attachet to ramps 1100

watertanks 2

sleeping rooms 2

emergency power 2

control rooms 5

construction prestressed reinforced concrete structure

supports /

ceiling concrete

facade none (concrete elements as sun shields)

base /

axle dimensions 17.75m

storey height 2.75m

clear room height /

basement additions

use: The car park building consists of three similar parts and offers parking lots for 1100 cars. Its use never changed. 

components: quantity

b444.1 building blocks 
(north facade)

? concrete 0.36m2 0.009m3 ca. 586m2 146.47m3

b444.2 sun shields 
(south facade)

? concrete 0.58m2 0.029m3 ca. 586m2 29.3m3

b444.3 doors 32 aluminium, coated, green 2.46m2 0.2m3 78.8m2 6.4m3

componentN
° material quantity per component

surfaceqty.

total quantity
surface volume

b444.1 building blocks 
(north facade)

•• 1. brick
2. joint

•••
••

1. concrete
2. mortar

••
••

•
• 13

b444.2 sun shields 
(south facade)

•• 1. shield
2. anchoring

•••
•••

1. concrete
2. steel

••
••

•
• 14

b444.3 doors •• 1. door frame
2. door leaf

••••
••••

1. aluminium
2. aluminium

•••
•••

••
•• 20

elements materialscomponent
material quality and abrosion (up to 6 •)

            •low         •high
            ••med.    ••med. 
            •••high  •••low

value points
production process  (up to 4 •)

• mining of raw materials 
• processing into composit material
• design of elements 
• production of elements

production process (up to 3 •)
 
• design of a component
• assembling the component 
• installation of the component

components: value

N
°

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

0.25m

0.19m

0.19m

b444.1

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

0.29m

2.01m

0.05m

b444.2

0     0.2         0.5m

GSEducationalVersion

1.17m

2.1m

b444.3

GSEducationalVersion

Reinigungsgewerbe   3

Transport und Logistik   9

Ver- und Entsorgung   5

Baustofftechnologie   2

Baustoffhandel   3

Architektur- und Ingenieurbüros  25

Autogewerbe   12

Elektriker    7

Energie- und Umwelt   1

Haustechnik   1

Druck und Verlag   2

Grafik 

Informatik    4

Kommunikation   5

Personaldienstleister   2

Bauunternehmen   4

Dachdecker und Zimmerei  4

Boden- und Plattenleger  12

Glaserei und Fensterbauer  2

Maler- und Gipsergewerbe  7

Metallbau    6

Schreinerei und Möbelbau  8

Spengler und Sanitär  6

Bildhauer und Steinmetz  6

Kunst und Gestaltung  8

Schneiderei und Textilbearbeitung 1

Produktive Gewerbe Kleinbasel

Kl
yb

ec
k

Kl
ei

nh
ün

in
ge

n

M
at

th
äu

s

Rosental

GSEducationalVersion

Industrie- und Gewerbezonen im Kanton Basel Stadt

 Zonen mit Erleichterungen für Gewerbe

 Klybeck und BASF

GSEducationalVersion

Industrie- und Gewerbezonen im Kanton Basel Stadt

 Zonen mit Erleichterungen für Gewerbe

 Klybeck und BASF

Baldassare Peruzzi, Katalogisierung der Säulen von Alt-Sankt Peter, 1524-25Baldassare Peruzzi, Katalogisierung der Säulen von Alt-Sankt Peter, 1524-25

Neu-Sankt Peter, Thomasaltar
Carlo Maderno, fr. 17. Jh.

Neu-Sankt Peter, Cappella di San Sebastiano, 
Carlo Maderno, fr. 17. Jh.

Wiederverwendung zahlreicher Säulen von Alt-Sankt-Peter zur Rahmung von Nischen und Altären von Neu-Sankt Peter
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Manual
1. Task:

The components catalogue is a list of construction components of the built environment. It is similar to a 
passport for each documented building. Each component can be divided into its single elements and the 
materials used for these elements. The catalogue takes into account on the one hand the material value 
and on the other hand the critical resources of the human capital put into the individual components. 

2. Goals:

* Recognize built-in materials as resources by giving identity

Therefore components are seen as a resource rather than waste. 

* Calculating the value of an component through labour effort
Each component is based on a varying series of different work steps. The components are an expression 
of a collection of different processes.

2. Regulations for building documentation

1. cover   1.1 photography: locating the building in the urban fabric
    1.2 title: numbering of the buildings

    2.2 construction: general information about construction
    2.3 use: information about original use and conversion during time
    2.4 components: list of components, visible components during inspection
     2.4.1 movables: like furniture
     2.4.2 
     2.4.3 facade
     2.4.* in exceptions the list can be extended
 
3. General plans  

    3.3 section 1-500

4. components  4.1 plan 1-25
    4.2 section 1-25
    4.3 view 1-25
    4.4 axonometric view with main measurements

3. Regulation for value calculation

A table to calculate the value of a component, taking the following criteria of working steps into ac-
count. The complexity of a component, calculated by the number of elements and materials, increases its 
value due to more know-how and effort behind it.

1. material extraction  1.1 mining of raw materials
    1.2  processing into composit material

2. construction elements 2.1 design of construction elements
    2.2 production of construction elements

3. component   3.1 design of a component
    3.2 Integrate component into a design

4. craftwork    4.1 assembling the component
    4.2 installation of the component

Bau 125
Organisation:  2 months
Dismantling: 4 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: 6 months 

Total 12 months

Bau XY
Organisation:  2 months
Dismantling: 4 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: 6 months 

Total 12 months

Bau K-32
Organisation: > 2 months
Dismantling: > 1 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: >2 months 

Total 3 months

Bau 442-444
Organisation: > 2 months
Dismantling: > 1 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: >2 months 

Total 4 months

Bau XY
Organisation: > 2 months
Dismantling: > 1 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: >2 months

Total 4 months

Bau 430
Organisation:  2 months
Dismantling: 2 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: 4 months 

Total 8 months

Bau XY
Organisation:  2 months
Dismantling: 2 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: 4 months 

Total 8 months

Bau 127
Organisation:  2 months
Dismantling: 3 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: 5 months 

Total 10 months

Bau 610

Inventory:
- Consultation of 
documents
- Inspection of the building
- Documentation of the 
components
-----------------------
2 months

- Direct reuse of 
 (a) (b) (c)
- Storage of 
 (a) (b) (c)
-------------------------
0-6 months

- Creating mockups
- Planning of further 
processing
-------------------------
2 months

- Direct utilisation
- Reuse after reparation
- Reuse after general
overhaul
-------------------------
0-6 months

Target building
- Use in new building
- Use in existing building
-------------------------

1. ORGANISATION 3. LOGISTICS 4. PLANNING 5. RECONDITION 6. DISTRIBUTION

- Scaffolding construction
- Crane construction
- Dismantling of
 (a) furniture
 (b) building materials 
 (c) detachable 
      components
- Removal to Bau 610
---------------------------
1-4 months

2. DISMANTLING

Bau 125
Organisation:  2 months
Dismantling: 4 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: 6 months 

Total 12 months

Bau XY
Organisation:  2 months
Dismantling: 4 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: 6 months 

Total 12 months

Bau K-32
Organisation: > 2 months
Dismantling: > 1 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: >2 months 

Total 3 months

Bau 442-444
Organisation: > 2 months
Dismantling: > 1 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: >2 months 

Total 4 months

Bau XY
Organisation: > 2 months
Dismantling: > 1 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: >2 months

Total 4 months

Bau 430
Organisation:  2 months
Dismantling: 2 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: 4 months 

Total 8 months

Bau XY
Organisation:  2 months
Dismantling: 2 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: 4 months 

Total 8 months

Bau 127
Organisation:  2 months
Dismantling: 3 months
Logistic/Test/Recond.: 5 months 

Total 10 months

Bau 610

Inventory:
- Consultation of 
documents
- Inspection of the building
- Documentation of the 
components
-----------------------
2 months

- Direct reuse of 
 (a) (b) (c)
- Storage of 
 (a) (b) (c)
-------------------------
0-6 months

- Creating mockups
- Planning of further 
processing
-------------------------
2 months

- Direct utilisation
- Reuse after reparation
- Reuse after general
overhaul
-------------------------
0-6 months

Target building
- Use in new building
- Use in existing building
-------------------------

1. ORGANISATION 3. LOGISTICS 4. PLANNING 5. RECONDITION 6. DISTRIBUTION

- Scaffolding construction
- Crane construction
- Dismantling of
 (a) furniture
 (b) building materials 
 (c) detachable 
      components
- Removal to Bau 610
---------------------------
1-4 months

2. DISMANTLING

Master Project of Flurina Leuchter

Professor A.Caruso
ETH Zurich - FS 2020

The Public Productive Circular Hub

ciba areal

chemical industry

gentrification

workers association

craft

labour force

the neighbourhood

Marx, Karl. Das Kapital: Kritik der politischen Ökonomie. 1872. n. ed. Hamburg: Nikol Verlag, 2011

Sennet, Richard, and Bischoff, Michael: Handwerk, 2. Aufl. ed. Berlin: Berliner Taschenbuchverlag, 2010

Marx, Karl: Der Achtzehnte Brumaire des Louis Napoleon, erstmalig veröffentlicht in: “Die Revolution. 
Eine Zeitschrift in zwanglosen Heften”, Erstes Heft. New York: Foreign Language Press, 1852

Gerny, Daniel. Die gentrifizierte Stadt hat keinen Platz für Handwerker, veröffentlicht in NZZ, 04.05.2018

left: Bau 610, Suter + Suter, 1965-67
 right: Bau 125, Suter + Suter, 1962-67

shift of value

component catalogue

material value

„In der Schweiz entstehen jährlich rund 80 bis 90 Millionen 
Tonnen Abfall. Den grössten Anteil machen unverschmutzte 
Aushub- und Ausbruchmaterialien sowie Rückbaumaterialien 
aus. Aufgrund des hohen Lebensstandards hat die Schweiz 
mit 716 kg Abfall pro Person eines der höchsten Siedlungsab-
fallaufkommen der Welt. Davon werden knapp 53 % rezykli-
ert. Um den hohen Primärrohstoffverbrauch der Schweiz zu 
reduzieren, will der Bund sämtliche Material- und Stoffflüsse 
entlang der Wertschöpfungskette berücksichtigen – vom 
Rohstoffabbau über das Produktedesign bis zur Abfallbe-
wirtschaftung.“

cataloguing

Thomas Hirschhorn

left: Thomas Hirschhorn, Sketch for the Robert Walser Sculpture, 2018
right: Thomas Hirschhorn, Commande, 2004

Baldassare Peruzzi, cataloguing of the columns of old Saint-Peter, 1524-25

New-St. Peter’s, Altar of St. Thomas,  Carlo Maderno, early 17th c., reuse of numerous col-
umns from Old-St.-Peter’s Cathedral in Rome to frame niches and altars of New-St.-Peter’s.

spolia

left: Ausstellungsdokumentation: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle - Ressource Architektur,
Deutscher Pavillion, 13.Internationale Architekturausstellung, S.40, 

right: https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/de/home/themen/abfall/inkuerze.html

Benjamin H.D. Buchloh, Alison Gingeras, Carlos Basualdo: Thomas Hirschhorn, London,Phaidon Press, 2004

CONCLUSIONTHE COMPONENT CATALOGUE THE NEW STRUCTURE AS A DISPLAYPROPOSITION OF A PROCESS BAU 610RE-USE AND IDENTITY

spolia from the Greek spolás: leather garment, 
lat. spolium: skin removed from the animal; clothing 
and weapons stolen from the enemy, prey - applied to 
predatory goods in general, Pl. spolia

Since the 16th century ital. spoglia/spoglie/spogliare 
(e.g. Giorgio Vasari) for reused ancient architectural 
elements from robbed buildings. In modern terminol-
ogy, the spolia concept has been extended to include 
objects from post-antiquity and used in the broadest 
sense for any object transferred from its original con-
text to a new one.

Reasons:
- Recycling of existing material
- aesthetic appreciation
- Spoils, memory of a military victory, sign of power
- Signs of the overcoming of paganism or the victory 
of Christianity
- Sign of political legitimacy (succession)

Thomas Hirschhorn, Wo stehe ich? Was will ich?, 2007

RE-USE CIBA

The small-holding peasants form 
an enormous mass whose members 
live in similar conditions but 
without entering into

Their mode of production isolates 
them from one another instead 
of bringing them into

Sketches showing possible usage of components of CIBA Buildings for new assemblies

And while Hirschhorn’s work is certainly not 
the first to refuse a realisation of the artistic 
self as the production of value, it is certainly 
the first work to diagnose 

Either his objects and materials have lost all value, or the they 
never had any to begin with. (...) his work reflects first upon the 
theoretical problem of the various form of value that a work of 
art can or cannot inhabit, on its continuous shifts between

between exhibition value and sign-exchange 
value, essentially contesting the very concept 
of artistic value itself. 

as the very conditions that have eliminated 
the self from production and from experi-
ence. 

TIMELINE OF BUILDING COMPONENTS STORED AND EXPLOITED IN BAU 610

left upper: Basel Horburg, 1925, lower: CIBA 1965
right: BAU 125, Suter + Suter, Laboratories and Chemical Production Halls 

The task of re-using Ciba triggered two main questions in me: 
Firstly, what meaning the term re-use could signify and com-
port and secondly, what constitutes the identity of a place.

The buildings selected in the scope of the diploma task are 
declared as a source of identity by the city of Basel. But are 
these buildings, which were located behind locked walls for 
decades, really a source of identity? And if so, wouldn’t it 
be most of all the facades that were visible to the residents 
rather than the structures which support these surfaces? The 
conversion of buildings makes sense because the valuable 
structures are preserved.
But is this enough? Who decides which buildings are worth 
preserving? Who defines the value of buildings?

The concept of circular economy possesses a high potential 
regarding the problems and questions of the CIBA areal. It is 
about thinking the economy in circular processes, i.e. shar-
ing, leasing, reusing, repairing, reconditioning, and finally 
recycling products and materials.
The amount of waste should be reduced to a minimum and 
the life cycles of products extended.  
The average demolition of ten houses in Switzerland per day 
and construction waste’s share of four-fifths of the total Swiss 
waste proves how vital circular thinking is to future architec-
ture. By caring about existing environments, built structures, 
their historical context and  materials at hand we open up a 
stimulating potential for architecture and city residents. In-
stead of erasing a city’s memory by tabula rasa demolitions 
we should intend more permanence.

As a first step a component catalogue of the buildings needs 
to be established. The component catalogue is a list of con-
struction components of the built environment. It is similar to 
a passport for each documented building. Each component 
can be divided into its single elements and the materials used 
for these elements. 

By designing the component catalogue, we can give the ma-
terials used in the Ciba Buildings an identity and therefore 
seeing them as a resource. However, in addition to recog-
nising the material value, the value of the work needed to 
produce the component must also be considered. A building 
component can be looked at as an accumulation of materials, 
working processes, assembling operations and production de-
sign steps.

The goal of the intervention is to turn the Bau610, the former-
canteen of CIBA, with minimal interventions in an accessible 
productive space. The main task of the building is the circu-
lation, i.e. the access for city residents and the movement of 
the building components.

The building components of dismantled structures are deliv-
ered, stored, processed, and distributed again. For this pur-
pose the roof and the basement are connected by a crane in 
the north and a stair tower with a goods lift facing south.
The inventory, deconstruction and the transfer of components 
depends mainly on the size of the dismantled structures and 
their respective amount of removable furniture, building com-
ponents and material.

The process of dismantling and conversion leads to the neces-
sary program needed for its realisation. The basement is used 
as the storage space for heavy components and materials. 
The ground floor hosts a metal and wood workshop, next to a 
cafeteria. The first floor is partially in use for the canteen and 
preserves space for innovative start-ups as well. The roof is 
used for weatherproof material storage and the construction 
of component assemblages. To make the roof accessible, it 
must be supported with cross beams. They transfer the forces 
into the columns, which are reinforced by additive practice.

The new structures are „dressed“ by the ever-changing com-
ponents stored in the building and display the material accu-
mulation and continous process. 

From a historical perspective it is know that the design strat-
egy of reusing building elements was a common practice 
throughout the Middle Ages and earlier. The term spolia sum-
marises the intention to transfer objects from their original 
context into a new one. The dislocation of components leads 
to a new ‘next-to-each-other’, ‘behind-each-other’ or juxtapo-
sitions of all sorts. 
In this project there isn’t a finished designed building but a 
proposal for a way of thinking about architecture and the built 
environment. Instead of production- and consumption-orient-
ed architecture we should advocate circular processes in the 
archicture and the building industry. 
To conclude with a quote of Thomas Hirschhorn, an contom-
porary artist that greatly inspired this design process : “It is 
not about re-using it, it is about working with what is there”. 


