


«  Can we see the earth as a single garden ? »  

 !e complex Avanchet-Parc has been developed and built in the context of a 
housing crisis in the 1970s, by the Göhner system that proposed a mass and heavy 
production of prefabricated concrete. Built with repetition, thus fast and economical the 
project targets a low-income population class. Nothing seems to be missing there: one 
sleeps, eats, lives, consumes, prays, consults the doctor, drives, goes to school and so on. 
Like a bu"er#y in nature, the original intention was to build a whole life around the 
qualities that a park o$ers. 

 In the 70s, the car is a symbol of freedom; was at and becomes the centre of the 
sub-urban planning of Les Avanchets. Located in Geneva, the plot is close to the airport 
and surrounded by two important arteries . !e urban planning of the initial project makes 
a contradictory a"empt to conceal the nuisances produced by these two heavy tra&c lines 
while allowing cars to cross the ensemble under a mega-structure-colonnade built in 
concrete. 

 A line of speed and nuisances: exhaust gas, noises, fast movement that limits slower 
ways of moving around and the expansion of the park. !e line crosses the ensemble 
transversally and its lateral extensions distribute the di$erent dwelling blocks, while the 
ensemble is introverted by massif use of bushes and trees on the periphery that disconnect 
the complex from its environment.  

 Today, the idea of pu"ing the car at the center of mobility has become obsolete. 
Some li"le interventions happened lately to give more space to the pedestrian and creates 
connections with the  neighborhood, but still insu&cient. !e lack of safe and comfortable 
grounds for pedestrian reinforces the desire and need to use the car.  Could additional 
interventions and adaptability permit the park to expand, and allow a possible co-existence 
between car and pedestrian?  



 !e project tries to negotiate a coexistence between the car space and that given to 
the slower mouvements. It proposes to develop a continuous park within the ensemble, 
and to provide more accessibility and visibility to the pedestrian infrastructure. While 
restraining the movement of the car to the minimum needed; slowly they can only access 
the center (where the shopping mall stands) and the dwelling block’s underground 
parking.  

 A series of interventions a"empt to provide connections : by adding a bridge, 
removing bushes on the periphery, expending the stairs and ramps entrances adding a few 
column-stairs for vertical connections, removing asphalt  for more ground poposity, 
enlarging the passages in the ground #oor of the dwelling blocks for more visibility; and 
comfort.  

At the larger ensemble scale, a bridge already had been added on the south side to connects 
the ensemble to the public transport and the new densi'ed neighborhood le Quartier de 
l’Etang. !e project propose to add on the northern side a new bridge, where bus stop and 
single-family garden-houses stands to transit back and forth continuously.  

External peripheral entrances are made more visible for pedestrian by removing the bushes 
and extending the ramp-stairs. As benches and lamps are integrated in the steps, they 
provide new possibilities for social interactions.  

Along the transervsal line, column-stairs are added to connects the upper and lower level of 
the mega-structure. While the upper level permites visual connections, the parc is slowly 
extending on the lower level where people and animals can decide to transit or to rest.  
détail : the construction consist of assembling on site the prefabricated concrete steps on 
the steel reinforced column. !e material and the forms are integrating the concrete 
colonnade shaped by the megastructure.  

!e asphalt is removed where the parking lots are, to leave a thin strip of hard ground for 
walking and a thicker line of porous ground for the deployment of the park. 

At the dwelling block scale, the passages are enlarged for more generous connection 
between the previous « back » parking side and  the « front » park side. Some existing 



doble height rooms on the ground #oors are openend up to be used by the inhabitants as 
shared space equiped with common kitchen.  

!e passage enlargement on the ground #oor a$ects few 'rst #oors appartements. But only 
by adding doors, partitional walls and punctual structure, new #ats are created. Kitchens 
and bathrooms equipment lost from the transformation are reused. !e missing bedrooms 
are added on the roof in a new cross-appartements typology on the a"ique while the 
underground laundry rooms are migrating there too. !e modular and economical 
Göhner principle is used as heritage  for the roof addition. Only insolation and the 
structure material is changed from concrete to wood, covering remains eternit. !e pitched 
roof form tries to end the previous #at roof.  

 Although few li"le di$erent changes happened: new solar pannels on the terrasse, 
more performant sun shadding and windows, it expression has not changed in 50 years. 
Within the nowaday energy renovation rush context  the ensemble is at risk of being 
frozen, by  being listed. But, couldn’t we continue trusting the residents, visitors, caretakers, 
gardeners, owners and architects to preserve it in good condition and adapt it for the 
future? Do we want to put it at risk of  becoming an expensive monument of the “20th 
century architectural heritage”? 

 Moreover, the neighbourhood is slowly becoming dense and denser, with more 
and more of concrete and asphalt. !e Quartier de  l’Etang as for instance been thought as 
an island block with no outdoor green surfaces. Instead of using the cheap construction 
technics system provided by Göhner in les Avanchets and other ensemble built in Zürich 
in the same period, the Quartier de l’Etang economical strategy was to put shops and o&ce 
spaces on the ground #oor.  

And if the project's ambition to reduce spaces dedicated to the car is deployed in its 
surroundings, could we imagine, like Gilles Clément, that the « earth » could become  a 
« single garden » ?  
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Crossing the Ensemble by foot
Section 
1:300

Existing bridge
connection avec les transports publiques
et le voisinage (maison individuelle avec
jardin et le nouveau quartier de l'Etang qui fait
subir une densification aux environs). Aucune
zone végétalisée n'est planifiée dans ce 
nouveau quartier.

Agrandissement des passages 
Verticalement et horizontalement, les passages 
deviennent plus grands, plus visibles, plus 
éclairés naturellement. Ceci a des 
conséquences sur le premier étage et la 
planification du rez. Les appartements du 
dessus sont transformés et pour pallier la 
soustraction des surfaces la toiture est densifiée 
avec du logement et des espaces communs: 
pergola et buanderie.
Le rez est ouvert pour permettre aux habitants 
d'avoir une pièce commune pour organiser des 
évènements si l'accueil n'est pas possible chez 
eux. 
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Existing bridge
connects the ensemble with the 
public transport and opposite 
side of the street (new densi!ed 
Quartier de l’Etang and 
gardens)

Crossing the ensemble by foot
Section a-a
1:300

Agrandissement des passages 
Verticalement et horizontalement, les passages 
deviennent plus grands, plus visibles, plus 
éclairés naturellement. Ceci a des 
conséquences sur le premier étage et la 
planification du rez. Les appartements du 
dessus sont transformés et pour pallier la 
soustraction des surfaces la toiture est densifiée 
avec du logement et des espaces communs: 
pergola et buanderie.
Le rez est ouvert pour permettre aux habitants 
d'avoir une pièce commune pour organiser des 
évènements si l'accueil n'est pas possible chez 
eux. 

Rond point, route et chemins
La ligne proposée pour les voitures est affinée 
pour ainsi permettre à la nature et aux être 
vivants d'avoir plus d'espace pour se déplacer à 
pied ou à vélo. 

Connexions verticales et Parc
Colonne d'escalier : qui permet une connexion 
entre le pont qui devient une mégastructure 
avec des espaces habités en dessous. La ligne 
entre les routes devient un espace verduré, qui 
peut être utilisé. 
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Enlarging Passages
for more visibility and porosity 
(no !ont, no back)

Main artery
the car line is thiner, more space 
is given to the parc; pedestrian. 

Vertical connections
a column-stair permit a 
connection between the di"erent 
levels

P ENTREE

terrasse for the coffee/restaurant

Activation de l'espace inférieur
Chaises, tables, panier de basket, etc.... sont à 
disposition pour occuper cet espace couvert de 
la pluie. 

Accès Centre Commercial + Terrasse
La place sous utilisée devant le centre 
commercial devient la Terrasse du café.
Le seuil d'entrée du Centre est rénové, avec une 
colonnade qui supporte un toit qui permet 
d'abriter la terrasse du café en cas de pluie. 
La livraison des machandises se fait au rez 
inférieur. Un ascenseur attends les 
marchandises pour qu'elles soient transportée 
dans les commerces. 

Ouvrir le Centre Commercial 
+ Parking Accès
La rue intérieur du centre commercial est 
ouverte pour que les espaces intérieurs 
puissent être éclairé naturellement. 
Le chemin pour les véhicules s'arrête là. Avant 
utilisé comme passage pour traverser les 
Avanchets, maintenant il permet uniquement 
l'accès au parking du centre commercial qui est 
aussi utilisé par les logements pour personnes 
âgées, l'église et le centre médical. 
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Shopping Mall Tunnel
the tunnel is not longer crossable, 
the main artery stops at the 
shopping centre to limit the 
tra!c nuisances

Ouvrir le Centre Commercial 
+ Parking Accès
La rue intérieur du centre commercial est 
ouverte pour que les espaces intérieurs 
puissent être éclairé naturellement. 
Le chemin pour les véhicules s'arrête là. Avant 
utilisé comme passage pour traverser les 
Avanchets, maintenant il permet uniquement 
l'accès au parking du centre commercial qui est 
aussi utilisé par les logements pour personnes 
âgées, l'église et le centre médical. 

Rond point, route et chemins
Cf. l'autre

Connexions verticales et Parc 
Cf. l'autre
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FETE DES VOISINS

Connexions verticales et Parc 
Cf. l'autre

Agrandissement des passages 
Cf. l'autre

Bridging
Densémment occupée par le traffic, un accès 
est créé par dessus comme de l'autre côté pour 
ceux qui arrivent depuis le bus ou le trottoir 
d'en face. Le pont connecte les maisons jardin 
et le parc des Avanchets.

Maisons familiales avec jardin
Bridge
the new bridge connects the 
ensemble to its surrounding; 
public transport and the single 
family garden houses. 





Column Stairs
Elevation, Plan
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Column Stair
Plan
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Column Stair Step
Axonometry
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Column Stair
Plan
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Column Stair Step
Axonometry
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Axonometry
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Stair Bench
Section
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Bloc 3 and 4
Section
1:200



Façade  (existing)

Eternit plate "Polichrom" 8 mm 
Aluminium grid substructure Ickler type 40 mm
Air gap 35 mm
Glass wool insulation Vétroflex PB 220 40 mm
Prefabricated reinforced concrete element 100 mm

Roof 
Aluminium (roof covering) 8 mm
Alumium grid substructure 40 mm
Air gap 35 mm
Plastic sheet (separation layer) ? 1 mm
Type insulation 120 mm
(dimensions ame as the wall construction ?)
Prefabricated reinforced concrete element XX mm

Façade
Eternit 8 mm 
Aluminium grid substructure 40 mm
Air gap 35 mm
Plastic sheet ? 1 mm
Type insulation 120 mm
Prefabricated reinforced concrete element 100 mm

Roof
Aluminium    8 mm
Air gap     35 mm
Wooden grid substructure   40 mm
Water proo!ng    
Insulation    40 mm
Prefabricated wooden wall, insulation 160 mm
Vapour barrier     
Wooden covering substructure   60 mm
Plaster     12 mm 

Façade
Eternit     8 mm
Air gap      35 mm
Wooden grid substructure   40 mm
Water proo!ng    
Insulation    4 mm
Prefabricated wooden wall, Insulation 160 mm
Vapour barrier
Wooden covering substructure   60 mm
Plaster     12 mm 

Roof and Groundfloor Details 
1:40

Floor (existing)

... XX mm 
Prefabricated reinforced concrete element XX mm

Floor 
Insulation 120 mm
Recouvrement XX mm

Roof and Ground!oor 
Section Detail

1:40

Floor 
Existing slab     mm
Insulation    120 mm
Air gap     40 mm
Covering plates    20 mm







3,5 rooms 
85 m2

4,5 rooms 
106 m2

4,5 rooms 
102 m2

2,5 rooms 
70 m2

2,5 rooms
61 m2

2,5 rooms 
42 m2

2,5 rooms 
52 m2

3,5 rooms 
94 m2

ajouter fournitures :
- linges suspendus, etc

Poingnées de porte

4,5 rooms
94,3 m2

PV

34 m2

Laundry

36 m2

Toiture Végétalisée 
+ PV

Petites tables rondes
Pots de fleurs en façade

voir épaisseur du mûr
avec la coupe détaillée
moins épais....

Toiture Végétalisée 
+ PV

reused new destroyed
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Bloc 3
First!oor Plan

1:100



4,5 rooms
94 m2

Laundry room
 38 m2

Laundry room
 38 m2

4,5 rooms
94 m2

4,5 rooms
94 m2
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Bloc 3
Roof Floorplan
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