


Roter Ochse once again
Boosting communal spaces in Oerlikon.

Like shop windows, the large openings of the former „Kantine Binzmühle” shine onto Max Bill  
Platz. Dancers can be seen through the bottom left window and above, silhouettes show peop-
le eating in what used to be, and now has become again, the Kantine. A wide inviting staircase 
leads me between the rough wallslabs into the Volkshaus „Roter Ochsen“. Inside, an internal 
street opens up, where various groups are gathering. At the moment, an improv theatre session is 
taking place in the Veranstaltungsraum and further back, I hear children playing. An orchestra re-
hearsal has just ended and people are heading out to grab a beer in the café. Two staircases lead 
[V�[OL�\WWLY�ÅVVY��^OLYL�[OL�WLVWSL�HYL�Z[PSS�LH[PUN�PU�[OL�2HU[PUL��;OL�^PKL�Z[HPYJHZL�SLHKZ�L]LU�
further up to a roof garden, which is surrounded by municipal housing equipped with shared kit-
chens.

This daydream depicts the possible future life of the Roter Ochsen in Oerlikon. 
The former Kantine was designed by Ernst Messerer for Brown Boveri (BBC) in 1971. In an area 
dedicated to factories and industrial work, it was the only building that provided a space entirely 
for humans and social interaction.  Every day, over 3000 workers ate their meals here. In an ho-
mage to its original red façade, the building was nicknamed the „Rote Ochse". 

Today, the building is threatened with demolition, as the Sonderbauvorschriften of Neu Oerlikon 
KLTHUK�[OL�JVUZ[Y\J[PVU�VM�H���T�OPNO�YLZPKLU[PHS�[V^LY�VU�[OL�WYVWLY[ �̀�0U�VYKLY�[V�ÄNO[�MVY�
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PUN»Z�Z[HRLOVSKLYZ��PUJS\KPUN�[OL�+LURTHSWÅLNL�HUK�[OL�8\HY[PLY]LYLPU��>L�HSZV�JYLH[LK�WVZ[LY�
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launch a public discussion about the future of the building.

The project shows an alternative to the planned Ersatzneubau and places the existing building 
under monument protection. By extending and developing the monument, I have proved that  the 
proportion of living space envisaged in the Sonderbauvorschriften can also be achieved with the 
preservation of the existing building. In order to protect  scarce resources, retaining the existing 
structure is essential and new materials are only introduced where necessary. The Rote Ochse 
proposes an island of communal spaces in a  neighborhood that has so far neglected the human 
aspect of living. A private building thus becomes a public building.



original facade of the Kantine Binzmühle 1971



opening ceremony 1971



color of today



former dining room today
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Tabelle 1

1m 124.192
Fenster Typ 1 3353.184 kg CO2 eq

Fenster Typ 2 1377.28928 kg CO2 eq

F Typ 3* 1835.55776 kg CO2 eq

Typ 4 1117.728 kg CO2 eq

beton aus Schotte 
1m2 

2.144 kg CO2 eq

Steinwolle aus 
Schotte 1m2

0.048 kg CO2 eq

Stahlblech 1m2 1.768 kg CO2 eq

Mauerwerk 1m2 1.152 kg CO2 eq

Aussenputz 1m2 0.271 kg CO2 eq

Innenboden 1m2 6.839 kg CO2 eq

Dach 1m2 5.616 kg CO2 eq

1

Heat losses

heat losses per building element

monthly energy balance

Tabelle 1

1m 124.192
Fenster Typ 1 3353.184 kg CO2 eq

Fenster Typ 2 1377.28928 kg CO2 eq

F Typ 3* 1835.55776 kg CO2 eq

Typ 4 1117.728 kg CO2 eq

beton aus Schotte 
1m2 

2.144 kg CO2 eq

Steinwolle aus 
Schotte 1m2

0.048 kg CO2 eq

Stahlblech 1m2 1.768 kg CO2 eq

Mauerwerk 1m2 1.152 kg CO2 eq

Aussenputz 1m2 0.271 kg CO2 eq

Innenboden 1m2 6.839 kg CO2 eq

Dach 1m2 5.616 kg CO2 eq

1

Boden

Wände

Lüftung

Fenster

Dach

139.1 kWh/m2

84.3 kWh/m2

41.9 kWh/m2

52.7  kWh/m2

24.5 kWh/m2 

solar heat gain

kWh/m2

heating

heat loss
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Life Cycle Analysis
of the existing structure
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grey energy of the Binzmühle per building element

grey energy of the Binzmühle per material – kg CO2-eq

1) https://www.baunetzwissen.de/glossar/g/graue-energie-664290
2) https://interaktiv.tagesanzeiger.ch/2016/co2ausstoss/

/V �̂T\JO�LULYN �̀̂ V\SK�OH]L�[V�IL�\ZLK�PM�
[OL�)PUaT�OSL�JHU[LLU�̂ LYL�I\PS[�[VKH`&
Grey Energy

Grey energy is the primary energy required to cons-
truct a building. Grey energy includes energy for 
extracting materials, for manufacturing and proces-
sing components, for transporting people, machi-
nes, components and materials to the construction 
site, for installing components in the building and for 
disposal. The use of domestic materials and resour-
ce-conserving construction can minimise the grey 
energy used in the building.1

All present calculations were calculated according to 
SIA 2032 and the data of the KBOB Ökobilanzdaten 
2022.
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3760 people 

Beton armiert

Innenwände

Lamellenstoren

Böden

Korkdämmplatten

Fassade

Kellenwurf

2-fach Verglasung

Fussbodenbelag

Metall

Bitumen

Mauerwerk Backstein

Keller 

Stahlblech

Dach

Tabelle 1

1m 124.192
Fenster Typ 1 3353.184 kg CO2 eq
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1m2 
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1

1‘658‘000 kg CO2-eq

1‘205‘000 kg CO2-eq

583‘273 kg CO2-eq

740‘801 kg CO2-eq

436‘593 kg CO2-eq
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the Menues from 1973
Reenactment of
*VVRPUN�VUL�>LLR�VYPNPUHS�4LU\LZ�MYVT�
[OL�2HU[PUL�)PUaT�OSL

4VU[HN

Rüebli-Bouillon Suppe
Pouletschnitzel
Blattspinat
Pommes Croquettes

+VUULYZ[HN

Backerbsen - Suppe
Kalbsbratwurst
Blumenkohl mit Bechamel
5L\L�2HY[VќLSU�NLIYH[LU

4P[[^VJO

Kürbissuppe
Schweinsbraten à l‘Avignonne
gedämpfte Karotten
2HY[VќLSZ[VJR

+PLUZ[HN

9PUKZÅLPZJO]VNLS
Hausgemachte Spätzli
Mischsalat

-YLP[HN

Rüeblisuppe
gedämpftes Rindsplätzli
Senfsauce, Mischgemüse
Pommes Provencales

M
en

u 
1

M
en

u 
2

M
en

u 
1

M
en

u 
1

M
en

u 
1

Fazit: Grosser Gegensatz zu meinen Essgewohnheiten: Ich esse im Monat etwa so viel Fleisch, wie in dieser Wo-
JOL�WYV�;HN��(SZ�)LPSHNL�NHI�LZ�LU[^LKLY�2HY[VќLSU�VKLY�7HZ[H��(\ZZLY�:HSa�\UK�7MLќLY�^LYKLU�^LUPNL�.L^�YaL�

benötigt. Die Gerichte sind farblich eher eintönig. Es wurden viele Schwezer Produkte verkocht. Je länger die 
Woche, desto aufwändiger wurden die Gerichte. Alle Gerichte waren gut, aber keines super oder schlecht.



Wieder geht ein
Zeitzeuge verloren.
Wir sind dagegen!

KANTINE BINZMÜHLE





Wikipedia-entry


























