
The Federal Archives are already part of Bern’s most im-
portant museum cluster, surrounded by 10 museums, the 
National Library, and the City Archive. Together, these 
institutions attract approximately half a million visitors 
annually. Urban development plans to strengthen the con-
nection between these institutions aim to double annual 
visitors. The future Federal Archives should be a part of 
this museum cluster. 
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Museum cluster Bern: old and new locationn of the Federal Archives
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Swiss Federal Archives and former Federal Office of Topo-
graphy (now WEKO)

1 Bundesarchiv
2 Bundeshaus

3 Museumsquartier Bern
4 Alpines Museum der Schweiz
5 Bernisches Historisches Museum
6 Kunsthalle Bern
7 Yehudi Menuhin Forum Bern
8 Museum für Kommunikation
9 PTT-Archiv
10 Naturhistorisches Museum Bern
11 Schweizerisches Schützenmuseum
12 Potentielle  Erweiterung

13 Stadtarchiv Bern
14 Nationalbibliothek

15 Wettbewerbskommission WEKO
16 Eidgenössische Münzstätte Swissmint

Neighbouring buildings Zollikofen: Federal Office of Information Technology, 
Systems and Telecommunication, ESP Zollikofen
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The starting point for the project is the competition for a 
new archive building for the Swiss Federal Archives. The 
initial intention of the competition is primarily to increase 
storage capacity. By proposing a new location - the cur-
rent site of the Federal Archives - and expanding the scope 
of the demanded program, the archive becomes publicly 
accessible and provides spaces for restoration, research 
and exhibitions. 

The competition brief suggests relocating the Federal 
Archives to the suburbs of Bern, specifically Zollikofen. 
While this proposed site offers a rational and pragmatic 
solution, it reduces the Federal Archive to the role of a 
mere warehouse—a utilitarian facility designed solely for 
storage. As an important preserver of the country’s histo-
ry, this raises the question of whether this is the right ap-
proach. The archive would be positioned on the periphery, 
out of sight and largely detached from public accessibility. 
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„Archives form the memory of every 
country and serve to convey the po-
litical, cultural, economic, legal and 
social heritage of society.“

„Archives are socially embedded 
phenomena that have been shaped 
by all parts of society and, in turn, 
have shaped them“ 

„Archival memory takes account of 
the past, but its orientation is to the 
present and future use of such know-
ledge.“

„[...] in practies archives were ex-
clusionary zones. The records and 
historical knwoledge of certain po-
pulations were favored, while other 
populations‘ histories were igno-
red.“
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Zollikofen: Planned location for the extension of the Federal Archives according to the compe-
tition brief
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Instead, the project proposes to extend the current 
building. Archives, like libraries and museums, are 
an important part of our society and shape our un-
derstanding of history. These institutions not only 
store but indirectly interpret our past. Deciding what 
is worth collecting and what is not is an act of exer-
ting power. Archives are not hermetically sealed re-
positories but active participants in society. As such 
they should be publicly visible and accessible. 
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