
Map of all Swiss archives: over 500 archives, all facing the same challenge of digitisation

Federal Archives Bern

ca. 10‘000‘000 pages are digitised

ca. 2‘700‘000‘000 pages within the Federal Archives are not digitised

Archive units issued to the public by the Federal Archives

Digital archiving as a service, current service of the Federal Archives for external 
customers

Interest in archived material increased significantly. The 
Federal Archives states that the number of documents con-
sulted has tripled from 28’000 to 84’000 since 2013. This 
increase was almost exclusively driven by digital access, 
while personal access has remained the same. The trend 
seems obvious: archives become digital. Thinktanks and 
consultancies portray an ideal picture of future archives 
as perfectly transparent, highly accessible, and seamlessly 
interconnected. 

However, a significant gap exists between this supposed 
ideal and the current reality. Digitisation is costly and 
complex. The process demands investments into infras-
tructure and expertise. In the case of the Federal Archive, 
although it is well funded, digitization would take until 
2374.

For Switzerland’s 500+ smaller archives – ranging from 
municipal to private collections – digitisation remains an 
even greater challenge. Small archives seldom have the 
needed financial and personal resources. It is often unsus-
tainable to build up individual complex infrastructures. As 
a federal institution the Federal Archive could become a 
central platform for digitisation. 

„The digitisation of archives is very labour-intensive 
and costly“
Daniel Bauman, Stadtarchiv München
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Excerpt from Zukunftsressource Archiv: Vom historischen Gedächt-
nis zur intelligenten Wissensplatform, Possible Digital


