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2023
4311 residents
1830 housing units

2,35 residents/ 
housing unit

60% of people are living in  
single family homes in Egerkingen.
(only 2 empty houses)
Every plot is built.
No zoning is planed.

Housing units by rooms:
1 room - 45x, 2 rooms - 100x, 3 rooms - 
260x, 4 rooms - 398x, 5 rooms - 252x, 
6 rooms - 98x, 7 rooms - 29x, 8 rooms 
- 15x, 9 rooms - 3x, 10 rooms - 2x
 
 

1. Gemeinde Egerkingen. 
15.12.2024. https://www.eger-
kingen.ch/egerkingeninzahlen

2. Kanton Solothurn, GINES 
GmbH, 2024. 15.12.2024. 
https://solothurn.gines.
ch/embed/chart/74?lo-
cale=de%22%20
width=%22500%22%20
height=%22350%22%20fra-
meborder=%220%22%20sty-
le=%22border:0

3. Bundesamt für Statistik. 
Leer Stehende Wohnungen. 
2023. Egerkingen. 15.12.2024. 
https://www.egerkingen.ch/_
docn/5145961/Leerwohnungs-
statistik_2024.PDF

4. Schweizer Eidgenossen-
schaft. 2024. Wohnungen nach 
Gemeinde, Anzahl Zimmer 
und Flächenklassen, 2000. 
15.012.2024. https://www.
pxweb.bfs.admin.ch/pxweb/
de/px-x-0902020100_135/
px-x-0902020100_135/px-x-
0902020100_135.px/
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2050
6295 residents (+1984) 

→ 2679 housing units (+907)

+50%

→ Can we house 907 
housing units in all the 
single family homes?

That would mean that 
every single family 
house would need an 
extra housing unit, for at 
least 2 people by 2050.
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1.
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How to get ready 
for extra  
housing units?

P 09–12 House owners 
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Empty nester
The majority of home owners are 

so called empty nesters. Most of the 
time it is a couple over the age of 55. 
Their children already moved out. 
The houses were designed and build 
to accomodate 4 to 5 people. Their 
houses are underoccupied.

What empty nesters want
Studies show that about 50% of 

empty nesters are willed to change 
their housing situation to enable a 
more efficient room usage. 

With increasing age they encoun-
ter that the load of work to maintain 
a whole house alone or as a couple is 
too much, heating cost are unnecce-
cary high or they start feeling lonely 
when single. But they also name dif-
ferent challenges and fears that keep 
them from moving. 

They can not find something af-
fordable, something in or close to 
their neighbourhood and where they 
can use a garden. Also they still want 
to have a guest room so that their 
children can come and visit them. 
They imagine adapting to a new hou-
sing situation can be challenging for 
them. 

They believe a transformation of 
their own house is allways connected 
to big costs and a lot of stress. They 
can imagine having less space by 
square meter but don‘t want to loose 
seperate spatial functions:  
kitchen, bathroom, sleeping room, 
living room, office. Also storage room 
gains importance. 

People have the feeling that the 
older they get, the less space they 
need, but the less likely they are to 
move.

1. Geoportal Kanton Solothurn. 15.12.2024. 
https://geo.so.ch/map/?real-
ty=&t=default&l=ch.so.agi.av.grund-
stuecke&bl=hintergrundkarte_far-
big&c=2627373%2C1241509&s=945

2.  FHNW Institut Architektur. Alternde Einfa-
milienhausgebiete in der Nordwestschweiz. 
2017. PDF. 15.12.2024. https://www.metro-
basel.org/images/Archiv/2016/HUK_Ar-
beitsbericht_final_HQ-comprimido1.pdf
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More housing units can 
only be created when 
the following point are 
considered:

House owners can stay 
in their house or in their 
neighbourhood.

Elderly people don‘t 
have to change their life 
style too much.

Necessary transformati-
on has to be as easy and 
affordable as possible.
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P 13–18 Building stock 
in Egerkingen 
Bühl 

Where to find 
the additional 
housing units?
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Egerkingen Bühl
The neighbourhood of Egerkin-

gen Bühl has a lot of potential for 
densification. The most houses can 
be transformed with little interventi-
ons to create a second housing unit.

Many elderly people grew up with 
maintnenance and craft as a daily 
work. So they have a lot of knowled-
ge about construction, building and 
maintaining.

Young people on the other hand 
can save a lot of money by doing 
work on their own, when they reno-
vate or transform a house they just 
bought. 

Who is responsible for the transforma-
tion of the single family home situa-
tion?

The singe family home situation 
can only be solved when owners, mu-
nicipalities and planers are working 
together.

Municipality
Municipalities can loosen up re-

gulation and permition processes 
for densification. By setting good 
example of transformation and main-
tenance residents will follow. A me-
diator role can be positive to be a first 
contact for residents which will be 
then privided with information, ideas 
and contacs. Creating incentives.

House owners
It all starts with the willingness 

of the house owners, to question 
their housing situation. They must 
understanding the situation as a task 
executed house by house but also as 
cummunity task to achieve a bigger 
goal within the neighbourhood and 
village. They will be the people how 
have to do the investment.
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How can house owners 
and municipalities start 
densification and trans-
formation of the single 
family houses?

Design examples of 
transformations that can 
be done by the people 
them selves. 

Provide manuals, provi-
de knowledge, provide 
tools.

Planers
It is very important to look at the 

very spicific situations in every house 
to design specifical and logical. Also 
connect single potentials to enhance 
the built stock as a whole system. Tra-
ditinal ways of transformation may 
not be appropriate. Alternaive ways 
of transforming and living has to be 
offered. Planers can also carry out 
educational work, by teaming up with 
experts to give people the abbilities 
and skills they need to transform by 
them selves. By showing good exam-
ples people get inspired and may see 
their situation in different eyes. All 
ideas have to be feasable.
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1:100
1:50

Have a closer 
look

The PotentialP 19–42
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Kanzelstrasse 38
The retired couple bought this se-

mi-detached house in 2020 as acata-
logue house which was built 6 times. 
Before the construction process they 
could design the interior to their 
needs. They said that the space in the 
first floor is not needed anymore. Due 
to its slope position the basement 
works as a second main entrance and 
a central staircase connects base-
ment, groundfloor and first floor.

Intervention
By capsuling the staircase in the 

groundfloor the basement and the 
firstfloor can be connected. The new 
housing unit reaches round the origi-
nal housing unit in the groundfloor. 
the interior intervention also results 
in a garden situation where the hou-
sing unit have their own space be-
hind the house and a shared space 
facing the street. 
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South view from Kanzelstrasse side arm

North east view 
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UG
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GSEducationalVersion

A

B
housing unit

housing unit

B

Built-in wardroobe

Fully bonded 
parquet floor

Cutout through concrete

Partition wall made of 
timber stud construction

Alternative kitchen design
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timber stud construction
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Kanzelstrasse 18
The young couple bought the 

house from an old women for 
750000CHF. They reorganized the 
layout to their needs and added an ex-
tra apartment in the basement, which 
was an garage for the previous house 
owners. Except from electrical, wa-
ter and heating work the family did 
everything by themselves. Otherwise 
they wouldn’t have been able to buy 
and renovate the house. They were 
also leveling the garden behind their 
house. The garden infront of their 
house is not used and appears more 
as a stonegarden. 

Idea
The interesting situation here is 

the kind of neglected space between 
their house and the house of the 
neighbour at Kanzelstrasse 20 who 
has almost the same layout of the 
young couple. Before the renovations 
of the houses two garages where 
facing each other. Now there is two 
apartments facing each other, seper-
ated by a fence, connected by a ne-
glected garden with a big potential.
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Kanzelstrasse 18

The space between the two houses
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UG
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Section
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Elevation west,  east
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Elevation north, south







Kanzelstrasse 24
An old couple is living in their 

alone since their children moved out. 
While they were four people they 
added an conservatory to the back of 
the garage. Due to zoning laws they 
have 3 parking lots on their plot, plus 
an extra double garage which was 
used as an little workshop.

 
Idea

The first idea is to add an external 
staircase to give access to the first 
floor and therefore creating a second 
housing unit without disturbing the 
groundfloor layout. But this will only 
result in two small living untis. 

The easiest way of creating a 
new housing unit so that more peo-
ple than before can use the existing 
structures, is to combine the conserv-
atory with the barely used garage and 
transform it into a small apartment 
for two people. The existing house 
will not be touched and can be inhab-
ited by four people again. The big gar-
den can be divided into private and 
shared parts for both housing units 
with only minor interventions. 
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Side view of garage and conservatory 

View from Kanzelstrasse
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Idea 1: External staircase to the canopy as an entrance
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Idea 2: Zoning of the garden and adding light to the „garage“
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The potential lies in the 
existing frabric and has 
to be unlocked.
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1:1 Manuals

P 43–58 How to do?



WHOLE EARTH CATALOG
Today one find thousands of man-

uals and tutorials online and in print-
ed form. The hard part is to sort out 
which information will give you the 
knowledge and the ability to really do 
the work. 

“The WHOLE EARTH CATALOG 
functions as an evaluation and access 
device. With it the user should know 
better what it worth getting and 
where and how to do the getting.”1 
The WHOLE EARTH CATALOG was 
a quarterly catalogue of manuals, 
tools, gear, and educational work. The 
content was selected and evaluated 
by the catalogues team. Everything 
featured in the catalogue was list-
ed with order information or could 
be ordered directly at the WHOLE 
EARTH CATALOG company. 

The aim was to empower people 
to do things themselves so that they 
can continue their education inde-
pendently and realise their own pro-
jects without major financial outlay. 

Now you can download the whole 
collection online.  

44 How to do?

1. Whole earth catalog - access to 
tools, Spring 1970, Portola Insis-
tute, Inc. 1970, p. 2.
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Cover WHOLE EARTH CATALOG Spring 1970
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WHOLE EARTH CATALOG Spring 1970, p.90
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WHOLE EARTH CATALOG Spring 1970, p.91
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WHOLE EARTH CATALOG Spring 1970, p.102
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WHOLE EARTH CATALOG Spring 1970, p.103
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1. Haus Erneuerung; Haefele, Oed, 
Sabel; ökobuch Verlag, Staufen 
2008, p. 14, p.15

What can one do?
Also important is to question 

what can be done by people them-
selves. Some transformation works 
come with risks for health and possi-
ble damage of the structure when ex-
ecuted wrong. The planer must think 
the transformation the least complex 
as possible. Professional ways of 
working have to be questioned and 
translated in something feasable with 
no professional training.  
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1.
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Walter Segal
Walter Segal, born 1907 was ger-

man-british architect which invented 
a self build system for single family 
houses. Everybody should be able to 
build their own homes. His intentions 
were never political. He wanted to de-
mystify architecture.  The reduction 
of a single family house to its core 
elements also became interesting for 
the council building idea in England 
until the 1990s when political chang-
es made his system uninteresting for 
the widespread use. 

The wood frame structure of the 
house were based and designed from 
assessable tools and materials.1

1. Kühnlein, Andreas. „Build it 
yourself! Mit dem Ansatz von 
Walter Segal kann jeder ein 
Haus bauen „ 2023. AD MAGA-
ZIN. 15.12.2024. https://www.
ad-magazin.de/artikel/build-it-
yourself-mit-dem-ansatz-von-
walter-kann-jeder-ein-haus-
bauen

2. Walter Segal self-built architect,; 
Grahame, McKean; Lund Hum-
phries, 2021
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1. 2.  Walter Segal self-built architect,; 
Grahame, McKean; Lund Hum-
phries, 2021

1.
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1. 2.  Gartentechnik, Anleitung für die 
Ausführung landschaftsgärt-
nerischer Arbeiten; Niesel; Paul 
Parey, 1968.

Gartentechnik
The Gärtnerische Berufspraxis 

book series by Schatz and Niesel 
contains instructions for realising 
technical and design ideas for gar-
dening and landscaping. Illustrated 
tools and step-by-step instructions 
help the reader in a very detailed way. 
The book series is from 1968, so many 
of the tools and techniques are no 
longer up to date. However, it offers 
a good insight into how instructions 
can be structured.

1. 2.  Gartentechnik, Anleitung für die 
Ausführung landschaftsgärt-
nerischer Arbeiten; Niesel; Paul 
Parey, 1968.

Gartentechnik
The Gärtnerische Berufspraxis 

book series by Schatz and Niesel 
contains instructions for realising 
technical and design ideas for gar-
dening and landscaping. Illustrated 
tools and step-by-step instructions 
help the reader in a very detailed way. 
The book series is from 1968, so many 
of the tools and techniques are no 
longer up to date. However, it offers 
a good insight into how instructions 
can be structured.
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Which tools does Eger-
kingen need to start the 
transformation?

Can a transformation 
form a community?

How will the transforma-
tion reveal itself?
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