Wohngebirge Riitiwiese

A diploma project by Ella Meret Willemse




Generally it is hard to capture this
Siedlung - in photograph or with words

- you always end up describing only
fragments of it. There is an underlying
structure and rules to it, but nevertheless:
everything about it is specific, even the
inhabitants.

Someone said:

,Diese Siedlung sucht
sich thre Bewohner aus,
nicht umgekehrt.*

This specificity of each corner, makes it
very different and exceptional from other
Siedlungen that usually have a strong and
oftentimes also simple overall concept,
that binds the place together. At Weber-
miihle it obviously all follows an econo-
mical logic - a certain simplification that
is necessary to build so much in one go.
At Hohli on the other hand the unifying
character comes from the very strong
communal thinking.

The just mentioned represents two
possible reasons, why you would want

to build a Siedlung: To gain a lot more
residential space with high density in a
short amount of time or because of an
idealistic and social utopia of a certain
kind of coliving. So either economical or
socially utopian reasons.

At Riitiwiese, neither is really the case.

It is much more an architectural utopia,
that comes from the spirit of one person
only, who had many, some even futuristic
ideas of housing and achieved for himself
the freedom to pursue them all, without
the limitations that a client would usually
give you. The fact that Peter Thomann
never had to agree with anyone else but
himself in the planning of the Siedlung
and the fact that throughout the process
of building it, his ideas kept evolving and
gradual changes are visible throughout
the different stages contributes to the
feeling of not being able to grasp it as a
whole.

A first stage of the Siedlung has been
realised still under the terms of the
former owner and by a team of architects
including Thomann. The character there
is still much simpler and closer to a clas-
sical modernist understanding. After this
a complex story evolves in which process
Thomann in order to save his

ideas for this place, decides to buy the
land and become the client and archi-
tect at the same time. He then realised
first the northern part consisting of five
rowhouses with each two units and a
Terrassenhaus with 18 units in total. That
was in the 70ies.

Following this, he then developed the
third part in the south with two Terras-
senhduser each consisting of roughly 20
units and added a rowhouse of four units
and another rowhouseblock of four units
plus his spectacular own unit with an
innovative air cushion ceiling. That was
in the 90ies, mid 90ies it was all done.

,,Die Geburt eines
Wohngebirges*

Until this day Peter Thomann lives at
Riitiwiese and owns many, but by far not
all of the houses, since the economical
pressure of his undertaking had forced
him to sell some of the units.

This still today resonates in how the
different units have been transformed or
decorated. It also shapes the current com-
munity in a not insignificant way - the
private ownership of many apartments
makes it in a way rather an arrangement
of many single-familiy-houses stacked
together then a Siedlung with strong
communal character.



Pia and Bjom are the ,,stereotipical
inhabitants: they had lived in the city and
still work there but enjoy the closeby
nature here now and the possibility of
keeping two dogs. This asset of nature
actually was the vision that Thomann had
for this Siedlung: a piece of city within
the beautiful (and well connected) Flora
of the Sihltal.

The Siedlung lies on a slope facing west
that derives from a geolgically realtively
young development: Whereas the Albis-
kette has been formed during the alpine
orogeny 100 Mio years ago, this moraine
has developed only in the last ige ages
from the back and forth movements of
the Linthgletscher. Therefore also the
Flora that evolved there is still traceable
and nowadays the Sihltal is still conside-
red as an important Naherholungsgebiet
with a quite intact Flora.

,Urwald im Sihltal -
eine Utopie?*

What impacts will this have on the far
less adaptable architecture?

Additionally it is important for me to
emphasize the sloped site on which our
Siedlung lies: The access to the Siedlung
and actually each and every entrance is
strongly characterized by overcoming
this slope, which manifests in many
stairs and ramps that are oftentimes
accompanied and framed by plants that
grow on, besides or between the buil-
dings. The whole Siedlung lies like a

., Wohngebirge* in front of you which
you will have to climb like a mountain to
reach you nest high up in the trees. I like
to understand this architecture as inspired
by nature, even exaggerating this grown
character by steepening the slope and
stacking as many units on it as possible,
without ever making use of a staircase
(each unit is accessed from the outside).

This very specific character I just descri-
bed goes mostly for the second and third
stage of the development. The middle
part very strikingly works differently.

I already explained its history in archi-
tectural terms but also still nowadays
especially the surrounding is treated very
differently. Whereas on the latter two
stages the trees have grown really high
by now and bring a certain density not
only in human terms but also in Terms
of living space for bird ecc. The middle
is still treated like a very uninspiring
backyard.

The Sihital has developed as an exten-
ded arm of the city of Zurich since the
1950ies. With the Sihltalbahn all these
Gemeinden along the Sihl are extremely
well connected to the city - in just 15 min
you reach the central station of Ziirich.
Also the Riitiwiese profits significantly
of this fact - or could. Many of the inha-
bitants own cars and use them on a daily
base. This certainly is not due to the
proximity of the Sihltalbahn but maybe
much more to the ill-connectedness to
the Gemeinde-center of Adliswil. The
Riitiwiese is percieved as a dense knot on
the hill behind the old industry. It is just a
matter of small adjustments to busroutes,
that could change a lot here. Especially
for the inhabitants that are ageing mobili-
ty is a very important factor.



The material culture of the Siedlung talks
of the pragmatism and playfulness at the
same time of its architect.

The expressively striped shingles for
instance are a result of having to insulate
the buildings (a new norm at the time!):
Thomann decided to literally wrap the
whole thing in what he calls ,,a gift wrap-
per with pink stripes®.

On the other hand we have the standard-
element Glasshouses that are a product
from the industry, that the architect likes
to use.

,,Die Siedlung ist bunt,
hat aber nur fiinf Ober-
flachen,

die mit System einge-
setzt sind: Beton,
Verputz, Eternit, Metall
und Glas.*

In my project I was eager to find out,
how I can continue to weave this ent-
angled layers of colors and materials.
What struck me the most when I visited
the Siedlung in spring time, was how the
vegetation and their colors entered in a
dialogue with the facades and how when
looking up, I wasn‘t sure whether to per-
ceive the blue sky or the cobalt facades
of the Riitiwiese.






i

2 MG w«.ﬂi ¢
| o

& werden

;.
der Blfentiichen

Wads




MNISSYULS 3NN = JI

N NILIWEBHOOK FNEN « ™= ‘.

S461 - 0S8 WIIHIS W DNNTHOIMINIG 3IHDINVE




8
.
bt




>

J7<. < 3 28 <
P <o AT




R TR P SR







Avise

shapedbyanmmestmtheslope i
work in section, in order to unders-
tand where in section there is poten-
tial for densification. The overlay of
the different sections has accompa-
nied me as a means of understanding
the evolution of the slope throughout
the whole Siedlung: How and where
does the hight of the built mass
continue, where does the vegetation
connect and what is it's relation to
the architecture?

Focusing on three exemplary secti-
ons I develop design solutions for
extensions tightly knit together with
the existing fabric. In a first study
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My work is from the beginning
shaped by an interest in the slope: I
work in section, in order to unders-
tand where in section there is poten-
tial for densification. The overlay of
the different sections has accompa-
nied me as a means of understanding
the evolution of the slope throughout
the whole Siedlung: How and where
does the hight of the built mass
continue, where does the vegetation
connect and what is it‘s relation to
the architecture?

Focusing on three exemplary secti-
ons I develop design solutions for
extensions tightly knit together with
the existing fabric. In a first study
in clay, the mass of the hill and the
mass of the architecture literally
melted together.

In continuation, the work in sec-
tion, deriving from the idea of the
Wohngebirge allowed me to inves-
tigate, enhance and continue current
architetural topics like the question
of how to bring light into difficult
angles or how to balance the trans-
parency and amount of togetherness
and privacy in a densified habitat.

Considering the needs of the inha-
bitants it shows, that the big amount
of stairs creates a problem for the
ageing population of the Riitiwiese.
In my densification strategy I want to
consciuosly offer living space, that

is easily accessible. Many elderly
couples who inhabit big apartments
over several floors nowadays could
switch to smaller and more acces-
sible apartments. By creating one
new small scale apartment in e.g. an
existing garage space I can therefore
increase the amount of inhabitants
very significantly, because this leaves
one big apartment free for a new
family to inhabit.

From this careful understanding of
the site a densification strategy has
evolved that depends on an efficient
redistribution within the new smaller
and the existing/new bigger apart-
ments. Three compelemnary approa-
ches form my project:

,.IJnner densification
by subdivision of big
apartments, lower ex-
tensions in the former
garage spaces and
upper extensions at
specific moments.*

This strategy allows me to increase
the amount of inhabitants within the
Siedlung to 186% without sealing
any new ground.

Much rather I in parallel to the desifi-
cation of humans want to densify and
continue the vegetation throughout
the Siedlung. While there are already
significant amounts of vegetation in
the outer parts, the middle part of the
Siedlung is very much left out.

By choosing new plants carefully

I not only want to ensure a base for
biodiversity here but also shape new
meeting places within the Siedlung.
The manyfold charachter of the
Siedlung asks for equally diversi-
fied places to inhabit instead of one
central meeting point. In my exten-
ded Atlasdrawing these moments
are shown in their relation to the
surrounding landscape.

The Siedlung Riitiwiese is clinging
on to a steep slope in the Gemeinde
Adliswil. The multilayered houses
and the vast vegetation around it melt
together into one experiential land-
scape that creates an ecotone between
the surviving forest arms that embra-
ce the Riitiwiese from two sides. This
reading continues in my expanded vi-
sion of the territory around it.
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Aus Gesprdch mit Gartenpfleger Rafael
Sieber:

Er meint, allgemein fehlen in der
Siedlung etwas die buschigen Orte,
Zwischenrdume, Hecken, Biische sind
fiir Insekten und Vigel wichtige Lebens-
rdume.

Durch die Hanglage ist der Boden im
oberen Bereich der Siedlung trockener
als im Unteren, wo das Wasser durch
Stiitzmauern sogar noch etwas zuriick-
gehalten wird.

Durch die Waldniihe miissen sie immer
wieder die Rinnen putzen, da viel daher-
geflogen kommt.

Sie kiimmern sich nicht um die mittlere
Parzelle, das macht der Hausmeister
dort selbst. Es sieht auch dementspre-
chend anders aus: die Biische sind in
runde Formengeschnitten und stehen
weit voneinander entfernt. Zu den oberen
Hdusern gibt es nur eine rasenbedeckte
Bischung...

Pflanzen vor Ort:

Buchen:

Es gibt Rotbuchen und Hainbuchen (und
Blutbuchen). Sie haben allgemein einen
schweren Stand, da es auch fiir sie bald
zu trocken sein wird. Experten sagen,
bald gibt es wieder mehr Eichen statt
Buchen. (Eschen sind sowieso schon
hiniiber, da sie durch einen Pilzbefall
ausgerottet werden. Es gibt noch so ca
eine in der Siedlung.) Sie machen dichte
Kronen, die das Licht dem unteren Wald-
teil grosstenteils wegnehmen.

Rotbuchen:

Haben einen langen geraden Stamm und
stehen sowohl im Wald als auch in der
Siedlung rum. Glatte Rinde, kénnen auch
Hecken bilden, wenn man sie so schnei-
det.

Hainbuchen:

Verdsteln sich mehr, konnen sowohl als
Hecke als auch als Baum stehen. Gleiche
Rinde wie bei den Rotbuchen.

Ahorn:
Gibts auch dort im Wald und in der Sied-
lung, aber weniger.

Fohren:

Sind Spezialisten - heisst, dass sie eher
als Solitdre an speziellen Lagen stehen
und sie konnen sowohl mit viel Wasser
als auch mit wenig umgehen etc. Im Wald
stehen nur wenige zwischen den Buchen,
und die die da stehen, haben nur ganz
oben Aste mit Nadeln (mussten rauf zum
Licht, um den dichten Kronen der Buchen
zu entkommen). In der Siedlung steht nur
eine (die ich gesehen habe) und diese ist
in der Mitte, steht fast als einziger Baum
vor den Hdusern der ersten Etappe
(schone grosse Fohre). Es gibt auch

eine Krankheit, die sie momentan plagt
(generell, nicht spezifisch in der Siedlung
- Braunfleckenkrankheit?).

Birken:

Auch fiir sie gilt, dass sie relativ ,,Spa-
zialisten sind, also nicht unbedingt
gegen die Buchen ankommen, aber da wo
sie alleine stehen, gut gedeihen. Es gibt
einige Exemplare in der Siedlung zur
mittleren Zone hin.

Hasel:

Ist eigentlich ein Strauch, macht daher
auch immer viele Stadmmlein vom Boden
weg. Ist schlecht fiir Allergiker*innen.

Mispel:

Eine gesehen, sie biegt sich ganz lustig
nach vorne, weil sei von dichten Buchen
umgeben ist, die ihr von hinten das Licht
wegnehmen, vorne wdchst sie talwdrts
schauend in die Schlucht zwischen den
zwei Terrassenhdusern der letzten Etap-

pe.

Eibe:
Gibts auch einige in der Siedlung, sind
halt immergriin mit ihren Nadeln...

Buchs:

Gibts in der Siedlung als Hecken, einer
wdchst aber auch frei und verdeckt ziem-
lich den einen Kellerzugang. Wenn nicht
in dichte Heckenform geschnitten, ist

er viel weniger anfiillig auf den Buchs-
baumziinsler!



Bambus:

Ist grundsdtzlich eine sehr invasive
Pflanze (breitet sich mit grosser Kraft
schnell aus). Hier gehts aber noch, da sie
in Betontrdgen wdchst und dadurch be-
grenzt wird (naja ev. wird der Druck auf
den Beton ja auch mal zu gross?). Ver-
samt sich auch nicht iiber die Luft (bliiht
einmal in 50 Jahren oderso!). Wirkt hier
sehr atmosphdirisch fiir diesen einen
speziellen Hof im Siedlungsgebilde.

Weissdorn:
Wechst hier irgendwie zwischen die
Hecke rein.

Schneebeere:
Auch in der Hecke drin.

Kirschlorbeer:

Auch immergriin, sehr dicht, gibts viel
in Siedlungen, ist aber recht invasiv. Ge-
wisse mogen es, da es sehr dicht wéichst
und die Einsicht reduziert.

Rosen:

Die halbrunden Stangen sind als Rank-
gerlist oft von Rosen umgeben, die aber
nicht wirklich der Form folgen.

Forsythie:

Efeu:

Wechst hier an vielen Stellen, auch oft an
den Baumstdmmen entlang. Dies ist gut
fiir die Fauna, solange der Efeu nicht die
Krone erklimmt, dann stirbt der Baum,
da das Efeu dem Baum das Licht nimmt.
Am Stamm jedoch kann er gut fiir Vogel
als Nistpldtze ecc. dienen. An den Fassa-
den klettert er auch vielerorts hoch, da
wurde er auch schon weggenommen und
hat zum Teil heftige Spuren hinterlassen.

Wilde Rebe:

Weichst auch an der Fassade hoch und
ist dann im Sommer voll mit griinem
Blitterwerk, im Herbst knallrot... (Ist
das nicht too much mit den Farben der
Siedlung? Oder passt eben genau zur
vielfarbigen Siedlung)

Kndéterich:

Invasiv - wichst bei den Eingdngen mit
fliegenden Treppen. Die Bewohnerin-
nen mogen ihn aber und er bildet viel
buschiges.

Felsenbirne:
Hiibsche Pflanze da.

Segge/Carex:

Kommt im Wald vor, einheimisch! Frage
mich aber, ob es eine domestische Form
davon ist - diese gestreifte japanische
Art... Wichst am Wegrand

Farn:
Weichst auch am Wegrand da.

Moos:

Im Winter jetzt schones griines Moos

an gewissen stellen, diese sind dann im
Sommer aber einfach braun... Dort fehlt
Unterwuchs und so.

> Unterhalt braucht viel Zeit, an ge-
wissen Stellen sind die Pflanzen zu stark
und zerstiren die Architektur, wihrend
sie diese auch einfach standig schiitzen
vor Uberhitzung etc. Quasi ein Kriifte-
messen...
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