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1 Abstract

This Resume is taking place in order to support and guide my Masterthesis in Architecture by the 
Professor Markus Peter during the FS 2020 at the Eidgenössiche Tecknische Hochschule of Zürich 
for the Theme C: Re-Use CIBA Areal.

This work is a recherche to understand the actual economical and social dynamics in the Quartier 
Klybeck in Basel. The work is based on the social point of view of the inhabitants, an interview of 
an expert in the domain of the urbanism of basel, throughout the socio-economical statistics of the 
quartier and with my personal observation in situ.

The final goal is to developpe a project based on these informations and propose an architectural 
intervention at the scale of the quartier and using the Building 125 as an architectural catalyser to 
formulate a coherent architectural thesis for the building and it ’s surrounding.

The whole process is taking place under the supervision of the Professor Markus Peter and his 
Assistent Johann Reble for the designing part of the project. The Professor Christian Schmit and his 
Assistent Caroline Ting for the economico-social and urbanism part of the project and the Dozentur 
Mettler and Sutter for the Konstruktion and Material aspect of the project.
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2 Introduction
2.1 A short history of the Klybeck Quartier

The Klybeck Quartier is situated in the noth of 
Basel city in the area called Kleinbasel which 
regroup the quartier of Clara, Rosental, Mat-
thäus, Klybeck, Wettstein, Hirzbrunnen and 
also Kleinhüningen. It is bordered by the Rhe-
in, the dreirosenbrücke and the Wiese

Concerning Klybeck Quartier, the site was 
created more than 150 years ago as a produc-
tion site for numerous dye works located out-
side of the city which was perfect at the time 
The spot along the Rhein river was perfect for 
all of the industrial work needed at the time.

The site was well-known to be a strong 
working site and it was one of the first 
workers movement to be established and 
fighting for the working rights of industry 
workers in Switzerland.
During the 20th century, the site is devel-
oped and specialized itself in the chemical 
and pharmaceutical industry, which is im-
portant for Basel. 
Nowadays, the factory is closed and trans-
fered itself to the other part of the Rhein 
leaving the old site to be rehabilitated in a 
new living and commercial area for the in-
habitant of Klybeck (1)

2.2 Re-Use CIBA

A city is a place that change constantly through it ’s so-
cial, economical, political and technological advances. 
It is thanks to those pressures that the architecture of 
the city can evolve and adapt into different situations 
throughout the years. 
For the case of the Ciba areal, years of industry has 
created an island of technological building construct-
ed mainly during the 60s and the 70s by the architects 
Suter + Suter. 
Today the challenge is to understand the context in 
which the Ciba areal and the Klybeck Quartier devel-
opped throughout the years and to fully comprehend 
what are the existing dynamics of the city in order to 
propose the best solution for the inhabitants of Basel 
in particular the ones living in Klybeck at the moment. 

1. Map of Basel city with Klybeck Quartier in red

2. Aerial photo of Klybeck Quartier in the 19th century

3. Aerial photo of Klybeck Quartier of the campus Novartis
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3 Methods

3. Observation

1. Litteratur      

2. Web recognition

4. Statistical data

5. Expert Interview

6. Discussion

Procedure of the social and urban analyze of the Klybeck 
Quartier and it ’s surroundings

In order to grasp the actual situation in Klybeck I decided to go in situ and 
make some observation to understand what type of people are there and 
what kind of building, infrastructure are present at the moment and what 
are the people involved into. I began my research by going along the Rhein 
in th Klybeck Quartier. I then proceeded to go to the port, followed by a 
tour in the heart of the Quartier itself along the Gärtnerstrasse. I proceeded 
by going to the Dreirosenbrücke, from one side to the other and I finally 
went to the the Matthäus Quartier in the center and along the Rhein
This tour allowed me to have an overall impression of Klybeck and it ’s sur-
roundings.

Once the observation done in situ, a research using internet was helpful 
to identify a big part of the existings shop, and infrastructure in the area 
and along the Rhein. It gave an overall categorie of shop existing along the 
River.

First of all, before even going to Basel, I tried to find as much books, revue, 
internet article and documentation on the subject. I ended up reading a set 
of report of the 3Länder project and the Klybeck Plus project that gave a 
lot of basic information on the current situation of Klybeck and it ’s neigh-
borhood.

The Canton of Basel provide in detail a lot of data for each quartier in Basel. 
There is virtually hundreads of pages to consult on every aspect of the city; 
socially, economically, real eastate and so on.

In order to have a deep understanding of the area on specifics question, we 
reached out an expert of the city of Basel. We made an interview with him  
and asked everything we needed to know on particular subject.

Once every two weeks, we meet up with all student doing the same re-
search, sharing and discuting each and every relevant element found by 
every student.
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4 Research Findings
Informations gathered with the differents methods
4.1  Litteratur
The Quartier of Klybeck is subject to important transformation during the next years. The Quartier is 
involved in the 3 Land project that wants to reconnect France, Germany and Switzerland in an effi-
cient way. For this they developped a strategie for the all region and Klybeck is a part of it.

It is also important to know that the Campus Novartis and BASF are now moving their company to a 
whole new site on the other side of the river.
The displacement of the company offers the unique opportunity to design around 300,000 square 
metres (approx. 285,000 square metres of works area plus adjoining green spaces, open spaces and 
streets) as a coherent overall project and to develop it in everyone’s interest. The old campus was 
purchased by the Central Real Estate Group and Swiss Life but there is going to ba a lot of negotia-
tion with the canton of Basel.
Concerning the social aspect of this transition, the Klybeck Plus project is also handeled by the Can-
ton Basel-Stadt to a make sure that they get the best project possible with this area for it ’s inhabitant. 
For this, they make a lot of reserch and released an important article in the form of an interview re-
port that indicates what the inhabitants of Klybeck desire mostly and how they wish the area to be 
developped.

In this report we can find a total of 86 passers-by, mainly middle-aged and some long-time residents 
of Klybeck-Kleinhüningen, that accepted to provide informations. What they mostly  appreciate about 
their neighbourhood is the affordable living, the generous amount of place and the proximity to the 
Rhine, Wiese and Germany as well as places such as the stock mill and port use. 
The development in recent years is described by some as “ too many cultures, too many sick people, 
too many construction sites”. In summary There is a call for more cleanliness, security, green spaces 
and meeting places. A major concern in connection with the development “klybeckplus” is the cre-
ation of new real estate of the most diverse characteristics.

Swimming and bathing are prominent among the leisure activities on the wish list. In addition, the 
district should have accessible workshops, multi-purpose halls and space for loud activities like par-
ties. The need for green areas with different usage is also a central need for the inhabitants. 
Most of the respondents wanted to keep the industrial buildings on the site for conversion. the peo-
ple didn’t want new big shopping centres but highly welcome small businesses. The aim is to have a 
mix of uses and people and also encourage the slow-moving traffic. Finally the project “klybeckplus” 
must neither gentrification or ghettoization.(2) (3)

4. Report Concept Urbain
   3LAND: Vision

5. Site web klybeckplus project
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4.2 Web recognition
I mainly used the web recognition to identify what was all along the Rhine for types of shops and 
activities. I identified four main categories: Hotel, residential area, Restaurant and culture places. 
 

GSEducationalVersion

Industrie

Schulhaus

Hotel

Wohnung

Kultur/Stadt/Kirche

Gewerbe

Restaurants
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Proceeding my observation in the center of the quartier along the Kleinhüningen Street revealed a 
lot of Hairdresser, Pub, second hand store, electronic reparation store, places where we could send 
money easily in other land or borrow money. There was also a lot of playgrounds with an intern or-
ganised tournus of the parents to supervise the children when they are playing. (There is a web site 
where they can sign in) Generally, the quartier seems to be quite socially involved community.

Going to the Matthäus quartier, we can instantly see the difference with Klybeck. In fact, along the 
Rhein there was a lot of little infrastructure for the people ( benches, fountain, trees and also some 
containers with some activity such as bar and skateboard fixer. There was also a lot more informa-
tional poster for tourism. Next to the Dreirosenbrücke, there is a young meeting point with a lot of 
sports infrastructure like football field, basketball field and street workout and there is also a children 
daycare for the parents that needs to work and have children. 

4.3 Observations
My observations began in the Wohnquartier Klybeck along the Rhein. There I could see that a lot of 
houses where not in a very good state. Most of the windows were also covered in flag for the next 
votation the quartier seemed to be highly involved politically. Along the Rhein, there was only a long 
street with parking places. This area is not at all thought for a usage of the inhabitant. Actually, there 
is a seperation zone that belongs to the port between this street and the river itself. The zone is full of 
old infrastructure like crane, railway etc. The place is simply not designed to welcome people.

Following the river in direction of the North, we can encounter a huge alternative self-constructed 
park. This park was totally empty during my visit but seemed to be really frequented during the som-
mer as a strong alternative meeting point. There is also a skate park and a sportcenter in the same 
spot. I then reached the port where we can find naturally a lot of port and train infrastructure but also 
a restaurant and a museum. 
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4.4 Statistical data
In order to have a clear idea of what is going on in the population economically and sociologogically 
speaking, I went and found many statistical data for the quartier of Klybeck.
The summary of all of these information would be that the people in Klybeck tends to have a really 
dense population that stay for a long time throughout the years in the quartier. The habitations are the 
most cheap in Basel and it tends to have a majority of 2 and 3 Rooms appartment. The ratio surface of 
living pro inhabitants is also the littlest of the whole Canton. The population is highly mixed with more 
than 50% foreigner and there is a weak amount of green area and meeting point in the quartier (4).

6. Socio-economical statistical of Klybeck Quartier
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4.5 Expert Interview

For this interview, we chose to talk with the expert Markus Ritter. He is born and raised in Basel.
He was for 12 Jahren in Parlament. 12 Jahren in Grossenrat des Kantons Basel und Verwaltung als Gener-
alsekräter des Regierungspräsidenten. And he also took pat Verschiedene Kommissionene Fach kommis-
sionen Plannungkommission as a Verwaltungsintern.

coming now directly to the urban situation of the Klybeck Quartier, for him the CIBA-areal really acted as a a 
fence, seperation between the Quartier around it.

It is today really important to bring apartment in this zone as programme but we have to be careful what type 
of appartment are brought in from a sociological point of view. It is importants to construct what fits better 
with the already living inhabitants. 
Important to complete what is needed for apartment size at the moment like big apartment for family but 
also apartment for students artist or couple and so on especially in big building such as a high rise building.
It is also important to control the porosity in the quartier and how the flow of people is brought along the 
river and in the quartier. 

“Reaktivierung des Uferraum öffentlich sein - Uferkante entlang, diese Bijou raus holen, aufenthalts Qualität.”

It is also wishable to ban car streets in the new quartier and along the River like in the Quartier of Erlenmatt. 
Moreover it would be reasonable to check for new green zone in the Quartier because the Horburgpark is 
great bt a bit to far away for the soon new inhabitants of this quartier.

Concerning programm at the ground levels, he advised us to find programms that fit the already existing 
programm and something being able to adpt itself. 
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4.6 Discussion and summary

It is really important to understand the importance and the role that play the Quartier of Klybeck in the city 
of Basel and try to reinforce the existing situation instead of diminishing it. Through this I intend that this 
quartier should be understood as a exception, a surviving niche on the social and real estate layer. It is also 
one of the only place with such a massive alternative community with all the “Zwischennützungen” happen-
ning along the river in the summer. People, Inhabitants and tourist search for such alternativ places because 
of their authenticity and their attractivity and just to experience something different in a city. My position is 
that we should try to protect and amplifies this living stylein the best way possible. 
 
Due to geographical position of the quartier, along the Rhein and next to the Dreirosenbrücke, we can deter-
mine two main area /side that are relevant. The “Frontside” with the promenade along the Rhein that should 
be attractiv and living and the “Backside” which is the Quartier itself that should propose different activity, 
programme and a mix of usage.
It is crucial to express the new attitude of the Quartier at the precise key point between the bridge and the 
Klybeck Quartier and the Matthäus Quartier. 
This key point is symbolized by the Highrise building that I am working on, followed by a chain of building 
that creates a fassade along the Rhein. It is imperativ to design a controlled opening of the quartier otherwise 
there’s the risk the the whole area fall into a massive gentrification which results in a massive loss for the so-
cial and alternative community living there.

It is also essential to keep in mind that we should not make the Rhein Ufer promenade too attractive because 
of conflict of interest between the external users and the new inhabitants of the quartier. We can mention 
for example the factor “noise” created by the presence of too many people at night along the river. So it’s also 
important to keep the right balance between the amount of attractivity for people and the amount of confort 
for the inhabitants.

Concerning the programm in the public part of the building, it is important that the programm bring the 
people together and allow them to mix with the different layers of the society. Moreover, it is relevant to keep 
in mind that the quartier will evolve throughout the year and adapt it’s character in consequence. we thus 
have the responsability to propose a programm that is light and easily interchangeable if needed to.

For the housing part, it is imperative to have cheap and middle price range appartment in order to avoid a 
gentrification of the quartier. The aim is also to construct apartment for families with enough rooms. This 
would allow families from the Klybeck area to have more space and quality of living in their apartment and 
less density of living in general. But we should also create littler appartment for the rest of the community in 
order to have a huge social mix. The house should bring the people together also throughout collective rooms 
where the inhabitants can share moments with one another.

In resume, Klybeck is an interesting and exciting part of the city of Basel with a lot of potential. It should be a 
place where we can experiment and share moment with one another without being a center for gentrification 
and for me, that’s the direction that the project should take.
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5.1 Argumentation and goals
For my project, I decided not to open up massively the quartier to the the rest of the city in order to avoid a 
massive gentrification but instead to make conscious opening in the building itself. 
These opening in the building takes place in the basement and connects the level of the Alt-Rhein prome-
nade with the level of the inner Quartier (cf. Situationsplan Entwurf ). I also leave the existing staircase as a 
start point for a parrallel promenade to the River with all different activities within the chain of building along 
the Rhein. This solution allows to diminish the number of people coming into the Quartier but creates an 
important connection for the inhabitants and the Klybeck Quartier.

Concerning the “Frontside” of the building, I opted for the minimal invasive strategie in order to design the 
outside place along the river of Basel. There are already existing situation in Basel that can be observed and 
reproduced such as minimal intervention promenade or a few step that bring you next to the water or allow 
you to sit. Alo some trees to create shadows can be a plus to the whole situation (c.f Basel Photo)

Regarding the “Backside” of the building, I choosed to design a place that is green throughout it ’s trees 
with a little rocks as pavement and with also the possibility to have some furniture in the park itself that can 
be used by everyone. This features gives room for adaptation and playfulness for the users of the park and 
also for interaction between the users. (c.f. Photo Idaplatz) This situation would ideally go well with some 
local shop, restaurant or café at the ground floor for people enjoying the place and would also fit nicely the 
workers in the area that could spend their pause there or along the river. This type of place would suits also 
families and children creatinfg in the end a really nice, mixed and social place to be. The place should not 
however take the role of the Horburg park but can be a nice complementary space in its function and design.

Coming now to the functions in the building itself, as explained precedently, it is important to have a pro-
gramm capable of bringing people together from different horizont and to be able to adapt in the next years 
with the quartier evolution. For this reasons I proposed to create a Coworking space with a café in the base-
ment and the Ground floor and working room, exchange room and conference room in the first and second 
floor of the building. (This programm encourages people of all domain to come , exchange and meet in the 
same rooms. For example families come for the afternoon café, gymnasial students can be their afterschool 
to do their homework and independant and start up can also be there to have a cheap place to work and to 
exchange with one another. The programm also allow to have a massive flexibility in the future because it 
doesn’t need a lot of infrastructure in order to be constructed.)

Following in the living zone,  the diversity of living should be from studio for student or artists to 5+ rooms 
maisonnette for family. It is vital to build the possibility and maximize the diversity of group in the house 
itself. Thus also the creation of collective spaces within the highrise itself such as two Gemeindschaftsraum 
and a collective rooftop for anyone to use when they wish to. This gives the opportunity to the inhabitants 
and childrens to meet, exchange with their neighbors without leaving the building.

5. Strategies and Design
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5.2 Project

Entwurf
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Querschnitt schema Regelgeschossty, Mst. 1:500 5Regelgeschosstyp, Mst. 1:500
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FeedbackFeedback
I find the the Begleitfacher in Soziologie was really useful in the beginning of the master the-I find the the Begleitfacher in Soziologie was really useful in the beginning of the master the-
sis because of all the discussion going on in between the participant. I found relevant to con-sis because of all the discussion going on in between the participant. I found relevant to con-
tact an exterior professional for our interview and to do that in group was enjoyable. Though, tact an exterior professional for our interview and to do that in group was enjoyable. Though, 
I had the feeling after the half of the semester that the professor weren’t really paying attention I had the feeling after the half of the semester that the professor weren’t really paying attention 
to our soziologie point of view and that could be sometime frustrating but in the overall I to our soziologie point of view and that could be sometime frustrating but in the overall I 
really enjoyed this approach of the project.really enjoyed this approach of the project.
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Additional information
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