


Objet/Espaces/Urbanité Trouvé(e)s


The project is an investigation in a given architecture. The goal is to find elements to re-use. It does not 
focus on one building but on a site. The Rhine area. The character of this place will change in the years to 
come. The CIBA area and the harbor will open to the public. The Rhine is a much appreciated public 
space in Basel. People bath in it and its promenade is a continuous public space through the city. At the 
moment, the access to the water stops just before Klybeck and restart after it. The project is to change 
the attitude of the area towards its context. Once the industries leaves, it will gain a new orientation 
towards the water. Currently, the site is walled up. Moreover, it is 3 m higher than the street below. The 
project take place in this layer, between the wall and the existing buildings, connecting itself to the 
previously underground levels. The goal is to prepare the site to its new functions, to open it and to 
manage new connections and dialogue with its surroundings. 

The Rhine area will be redeveloped. The city of Basel is planning to have a new neighborhood where the 
harbor currently stands. The plan shows a green promenade connecting the harbor to the existing public 
waterfront. It is planned to have some parks and square in front of our site. The bank works with the 
existing elements of the site. The train tracks, the crane, and the connections to the water are staying as 
they are. It becomes public and the fences are torn down.  

The wall still defines the limit of the project. It was built in prefabricated concrete and can be turned into a 
colonnade. The limit becomes porous and unifies the different part of the project. It is about this one 
found continuous element and how it reacts with what is found behind it. The project is contextual. It 
deals with the existing, it defines its character, form and function. 

The building 125, the skyscraper, stays as it is. The wall follows its rhythm, they are built on the same  
6,60m modules. The skyscraper applies its rules to the site. The structure is quite flexible. It’s a system of 
columns and cores. The rationality of the construction is followed in the basement. We find in the 
underground a locker room area defined by massive columns. The locker rooms are turned into shops 
and cafés once they gain a facade and access to the outside.  
The new facade follows the existing. The architecture doesn’t try to deny its basement past but in this 
wealthy expression, the material are treated with a lot of attention. Carving out part of the slab to establish 
a new connection reveals a monumental column. It lays on a pedestal. 

The building 126, next to the skyscraper, will be demolished. It is slightly rotated, following the curvature 
of the Rhine. It articulates the project between its two neighbors. One wall of the existing basement is 
kept and serves as structure with the colonnade for as new roof built by re-using the H-profiles of the 
existing facade. Behind this metal curtain is hidden a brutalist staircase. It will also stay and offer a new 
access between the two levels. 
Other elements of the basement are carved out and defines the inside spaces. The walls are cut 
differently according to the programs. We will find some shops, Gelateria, cafés and bars.  

The building 127, the laboratories, will also stay. The interventions take place in the ground and 
underground floor of the building. The rigid structure of the existing offers less possibility than the 
skyscraper but could work as it is or with minimal intervention. As the skyscraper, it could works as offices 
(see process). In the former underground level, we can find a collaborative atelier. This program benefit 
from all the small rooms of the existing basement and the former garage ramp connecting it to the street. 
One bigger room is created as main space. The slope of the roof changes to maximize the light in the 
atelier space and lay against the carved out « Zwischengeschoss ». 
A new connection to the new neighborhood is created by suppressing a wing of the ground floor, 
revealing an other colonnade. 

The building 128 will be demolished. A pavilion is carved out from the existing. It is on the level of the 
neighborhood and hosts a summer bar/café with view on the new park boarding the Rhine. Here the 
project is on two level. The level below is connected to the park area with some changing rooms and 
covered picnic areas working as a river bath. Under the pavilion are public toilets and storage rooms.  

The building 129 was a small storage space. It had a small underground. One wall will stay on the site. 
Here the space between the Colonnade and the existing is narrow. It is a grilling place that leads to the 
public bath. It is a play between bricks and concrete. The bricks used in the whole project are quite big 
and rough, like the one you’ll find in a normal basement. 
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